THE WASHINGTON 


THEOLOGICAL REPERTORY. 








Let us bold fast the profession of our faith without wavering. Heb. x. 23. 











: —— EE 
No. VI. JANUARY, 1821. Vol. IL. 
& — ——— —~be. 














THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 


For the Repertory, 
Letters to a Niece~No. ViIL, 
(Continued from p. 184.) 

The glories of the Redeemer are 
eontinually unfolding to his view. 
With delight he contemplates the at- 
tributes he possesses, the oilices he 
sustains, the promises he has made ; 
here he always finds something new, 


streams from their source. It is the 
prevailing and ardent desire of the 
christian to comply with that most 
affecting and touching of all requisi- 
tions, ‘My son, give me. thine 
heart.’ He knows he is no longer 
his own, but bought with a price, 
_(O, how great that price!) and sin- 
_cerely and constantly aims to glorify 





4 something wonderful,something beau-|!God with his body and his spirit, 
b tiful. Like the angels, he is em-} which are God's. As bodily suste-, 
: loyed ‘in looking into these things,’|! nance is necessary to the support of 

but with a pleasure superior to/}jnatural life, so is prayer, praise, and 


theirs, as he is more interested than}! meditation, to the spiritual life. To 


they. In these heavenly exercises, 
his mind not only perceives the ex- 
cellency of the divine character, and 
the beauty of holiness, but his heart 
is powerfully drawn to God, as the 


best of beings, and the author and} 


dispenser of all holiness and happi- 
ness ; the love of God is shed abroad 
in his heart, and becomes the grand 
principle of all his actions ; he 1s ha- 
bitually influenced by fervent grati- 
tude to God ; it is not merely thank- 
fulness to a bountiful benefactor for 
undeserved favours, but a deep sense 
of obligation to a Saviour * who lov- 
ed him, and washed him from his 
sins in his own blood.’ This well- 
spring in the soul is the very foun- 
tain-head of true piety, and from it 
ali other duties as naturally flow, as 
Vol. Il...No. VI. 














the christian, the house and ordi- 
nances of God are sweet and consol- 
ing, his sabbaths delightful, his peo- 
ple the excellent of the earth, and 
honourable. But it is chietly in his 
private addresses to the throne of 
grace, that he experiences ‘the wit- 
ness in himself,’ and is enabled to 
‘rejoice with joy unspeakable, and 
full of glory.’ [It is here that has 
wants are supplied, his desires satis- 
hed, his faith strengthened, his hopes 
confirmed, his love increased, his 
soul refreshed with that ‘ peace of 
God which passeth all understand- 
ing,’ and so animated by a sense of 
the divine love to himself, that his 
affections are kindled ; he pours forth 
his heart in the most grateful effu- 
sions of praise, and feels such om 
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expanded benevolence for the whole || is made evident both to ourselves 


human family, that he presents their 
wants, (s0 far as he knows them) 

leads their necessities, and petitions 
for their salvation, with no less ar- 
dour than he does for his own. 
wonder his ‘ willing soul would stay 
in such a frame as this,’ and that he 
should seek a frequent recurrence 
of these delightful seasons of commu- 
nion with the Father of his spirit. But 
he cannot always remain on the 
mount, he must descend to the vale, 
since itis there only, that * his light’ 
can so shine ‘ before men, that they 
seeing his good works, may glorify 
his father who is in heaven ;’ it ts 
only by his external conduct that the | 
world can ‘take note of him that he 
has been with Jesus.’ If he has been 
really favoured with so near an ap- 
proach to the fountain of light, if the 
glory of the divine Kedeemer has in- 
_ deed beamed on his soul, tt is impos- 
sible but that some rays of its trans- 
forming splendours must be reflected 
in his character. That light which the 
blessed Jesus commands his disciples 
to exhibit to the world, is not Ike a 
blazing meteor, which dazzles the 
beholder for a short time, and then} 
vavishes away ; but like a fixed star, 
muld, serene, permanent : its central 
point is the love of God, and every | 
diverging ray a christian grace. Faith 
is not a solitary principle, to be con- 
fined to the closet; it. must walk | 
abroad, and its genuine fruits can 
only be evinced by its efiects in every 
situation, circumstance, and relation 
of Jife. The nature of pure reli- 
gion, like that of pure gold, is duc- 
tile, capable of being attenuated, 
drawn out, divided, and subdivided, 
without impairing its qualities, or 
deducting from its value ;.on the con- 
trary, the more extended its surface, 
the more beautiful it appears. It is 
true, that conscience derives its 
peace from the atonement and right- 
eousness of Christ; butitis by a holy 
life only, that the reality of our faith 


and to others. 
| which bringeth salvation, teacheth 


No | 





* The grace of God 
us’ not only to deny ‘ ungodliness 
and worldly lusts,’ but also enjoins 
us ‘to live godly, mghteous, and so- 
ber hives.’ Abstinence from vice is 
a part of religion, but not the whole. 
We are not only commanded to be 
harmless in our conduct, but holy in 
all manner of conversation ; to ren- 
der the soil useful and fruitful, it is 
not enough that weeds and briers be 
eradicated ; the good seed must be 
isown, and carefully cultivated. if 
| we have been really taught of God, 

there will be a prey ailing love for, 





-and ao habitual pursuit after holiness. 


/Qur religion will not be that of the 
jhour, or the day, will net be contined 
to the sabbath, the church, or reli- 
gious circle, nor brought forward only 
on any particular circumstance, or 
| singul: ily trying occasion ; but it will 
‘influence and regulate even our ordi- 
/nary concerns, and by producing a 
purity of motive in the discharge of 
our temporal duties, be practically 
| ming led in the common occupations 
iof lite. A constant and ardent desire 
alter complete deliverance from re- 
muning corruptions, and higher de- 
| grees of positive and active _sogegger 
distinguishes the true christian. by 
| earnest endeavoars to improve that 
| me sasure of grace with which God 
has blessea him, he is daily increasing 
j his stock, and diligently striving to 
jadd, to his faith, virtue ; and to vir- 
tue, knowledge ; and to knowledge, 


| temperance ; und to temperance, pa- 


tience ; and to patience, godliness ; 
and to godliness, brotherly kindness ; 

and to brotherly kindness, charity : 
yet no acquisitions he has made, no 
good works he has performed, ever 
satisfy him: he never feels compla- 
cency in what he has done, or thinks 
he can make no higher progress ; on 
the contrary, the more he advances 
in the spiritual life, the more deeply 








sensible he becomes of his own indi- 
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gence and imperfections. But though | church permit this? It appéars to 
he is conscious that his att: ainments | me that it is on condition that the 
are low, yet bis aims are still high ; i sponsors futhfully engage, on the 
and these views of his own unworthi-_ _ part of the infant, that it shall per- 
ness, though they humble, do not form the promises it makes by them. 
depress tum ; but rather quicken his) Now, IT would ask, how it can ever 


exertions, and inspire him with fresh 
courage to * press towards the mark 
for the prize of the high calling ef; 
God in Christ Jesus:> to lay aside} i 
every weight, and run the race that 1s! 
set before him; and, though he ts) 
certain that he is not to be justi- 
fied, or accepted, on account of his 
own desires, his merits, or fis 
works, but solely by the righteous- 
ness of Christ; yet his soul burns 
with holy ardour to be conformed to 
the image of his Saviour, to see more 
of his glories, to taste more of his 
love, to enjoy more of his presence, 
and live more to his praise. 

(To be continued.) 








On the Duties of Sponsors —(commnnicated.) 
Concluded from page 139 

In your former number I mention- 
ed some of the duties which sponsors 
are required to perform. They were 
neticed in a summary manner, but 
are, notwithstanding, infinitely de- |) 
sorving the attention of every god- 
father and god-mother. This I will 
now, in the second place, proceed to || 
show. For it may be asked, why | 
they should perform them? Some 
of the reasons, or obligations, have 
already been anticipated. All was 
not sud, however, which the subject 
seems to demand. ‘The child is, by 
means of its sponsors, introduced in- 
to the baptismal state, and promises 
made in its behalf, without its own 
consent. The child has no voice in 
the business. It is made amember of 
Christ's visible church, and thus it is 
bound to follow its directions, and to 


do this, unless if is informed what 
they are, and is instructed in its duty? 
And, if itis net, the child grows up 
in ignorance of its duty, and of course, 
in neglect of it; and thus pays no 
regard to the promises and vows made 
at its baptism, and incurs the guilt at- 
tendant on such disobedience. And, 
whose is the fault?) To whom does 
the guilt belong? To the child or 
sponsors ? Doubtless, to the spon- 
sors. For it was their part to in- 
struct it in its duties, and persuade 
_and influence it to their performance. 
And, if they do not, they are doubly 
‘guilty. They must answer for thou 
own neglect, and the sins of the child. 
This view of the subject places the 
obligation of sponsors, to perform 
‘their duty to their god-children, in a 
istrong light, and shows them im a 
double manner. For, in the first 
place, they are required to perform 
‘those duties, in order te discharge 
the obligations they owe themselves; 
and, in the next place, in order to’ 
discharge the obligations they owe 
‘those for whom they stand. In the 
one case, it is necessary in order to 
Save themselves from wrath to come,. 
‘and, in the other, to save their god- 
ichildren. Such are some ot the rea- 
‘sons why sponsors should instruct 
their children. Such the obligations 
they are under to perform their due 
ties to those for whom they are sure- 
‘ties. God himself demands this of 
‘them, and the church likewise. Can’ 
it be supposed for a moment, that the 
{church would be guilty of such eo- 





live according to its discipline. This | 
is done without knowing whether it 
will ever comply—whether, when it 
comes to act for itself, it will ratify 


‘lemn mockery, as to admit those as 
sponsors, whom she knew would not 
| perform the duties incumbent on 
them: Or can it be supposed, that 
in a transaction so important a» that 





or contirm what has been done for it. 
Bat, on what condition does the | 


of baptism, the Saviour can, with ins 
difference see it awfully protaned ¢ 
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Another reason I would mention, 
why sponsors should diligently in- 
struct their children, is the import- 
ance of an early religious education. | 
Would you learn its value, go visit 
the gallows and the jail, go visit scenes 
of lewdness, of revelry, and dissipa- 
tion—go visit the abodes of misery 
and wretchedness. Look at the low- 
est and most degraded part of society; | 
look at the spendthriftt who has re- 
duced himself by his vices to beg- 
gary and distress—look at the wretch 
who has ruined his health by his ex- | 
cess of riot. And do you ask the- 
cause which has brought these mi- 
serable victimes to their end’? If you 
will examine, you will find that it is | 
greatly owing to their ignorance of; 
God, and the duties they owe him. | 
They had none, in their youth, 
instruct them in the way of religion 
and virtue. They were allowed to 
indulge and gratify themselves as| 

they pleased. 





On the other hand, | 
you will find that the religious and. 
the virtuous can generally trace the | 
rise of their principles to their ear- | 
hest remembrance. ‘The remark! 
has becn made by experienced minis- | 
ters, that the number of those who 
become pious when advanced in life, 
is few, compared to the number of 
those who become so while young. 
How alarming should this be to the 
aged, and what an admonition to the 
young! 

How awfully responsible is the 
charge of asponsor! It is no less than 
the care of an immortal soul—a soul 
destined for eternity, to live for ever 
in the enjoyment of the happiness of 
heaven, or experience the never end- 
ing sufferings of hell. Perhaps his 
own endeavours will be the means of 
raising it to the former ; if not, his 
neglect will be, of plunging it into the 
latter. He is the pilot, whose part it 


is to conduct the object of his charge 
through the dangers of the ocean of 
life, and land it safe on the shores of 
immortality. 
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of sponsors are so evident, that more 
need not be said, to show why they 
should fulfil them. And now let me 
ask, should not the sponsor seriously 
attend to these things? For, if the 
child for whom he has stood, should, 
through his neglect, grow up in wick- 
edness, and die impenitent, and sink 
down to hell, is he not justly charge- 
able with its eternal ruin? O, how 
awful is the idea! Yet it is but too 
true. 

It is a fact also, but too evident to 
be demied, that there are some who 
promise for those for whom they 
stand, what they do not practise them- 
selves, and, judging from appearance, 
they neither intend to. When the 
question is put to them, “ Dost thou 
renounce the devil, &c.”’ they answer, 
‘| renounce them all.’ Yet they 
show by their conduct, that they do 
work the works of the devil. They 
are guilty of Sabbath-breaking—per- 
haps of swearing, and of neglect of 
God. They indulge in the pomps 
and vanities of the world, strive to 
hoard up its riches and treasures, 
and as far as opportunity presents, 
they gratify all the sinful desires of 
the flesh ; they follow, and are led by 
them, and yet they will go to the al- 
tar in the presence of the congrega- 
tion and before God, and declare that 
they renounce them all. So it is 
also with regard to the other ques- 
tions propounded at baptism. 

That such is the case in some in- 
stances, is but too manifest. Would 
to God it were not so. But persons 
go and make these promises with ap- 
parently as much indifference and 
carelessness, as they would promise 
to pay avisit. They seem to per- 
form the ceremony as a matter of 
course, and when it is over, think no 
more of it,—it is done with. The 
child is never reminded of its duty, 
nor instructed in religion. It grows 
up as its sponsors have done, in sin 
and guilt; and, if not prevented by 
the free and sovereign grace of God, 








It would seem, that the obligations 


they go on to destructton together 
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These are melancholy and alarming 
considerations, and should lead those 
who have taken these solemn vows 
upon them, to reflect not only on 
what they have done, but also what 
they should do. 

You, who are a sponsor, will you 
then neglect the instruction of those 
committed to your care? Wall you 
not, by your example and influence, 
lead them on in the paths of religion ? 

Your task is awful and important. 
But as awful and important as ii 1s, 
remember your heavenly father has 
said, my grace is sufficient for thee ; 
and if you but engage diligently in 
the performance, you may sufely rely 
on his gracious aid. And what can 
you not accomplish, if God is your 
helper. With Him on your side, you 
need tear no obstacle which may pre- 
sent itself. But have you ever con- 
sidered this subject as you ought? 
Have you ever considered it as the 
point on which your own eternal 
welfare may be suspended, as well as 
that of your children also? For what 
right can he have of admittance into 
heaven, who has been the means of 
sending another to hell? If you ne- 
glect to instruct them, it may be the 
ruin of thousands. Mark, if you 
please, a parent who lives and dies 
ia a course of sin and guilt—so live 
and die his children—so live and die 
theirs, and distant generations follow 
to the same end. QO! can you bear 
the thought, that owing to your 
want of faithfulness, your poor child- 
ren must go to perdition? Can you 
bear to think, that owing to your ne- 
glect, they must suffer for ever amid 
the devouring flames? O! what un- 
feeling cruelty. If you would not, 
however, be tormented by such hor- 
rid ideas, bring up your children in 
the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. ‘Teach them diligently the 
duties required of them. Talk of 
them when thou walkest by the way, 


when thou sittest in thy house, and), 


when thou liest down, and when thou 
rasest up. 
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‘vou, may at last hear that welcome 


jsentence, ‘come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepar- 
‘ed for you from the foundation of the 
' world.’ E. 





MANT AND D'OYLEY'S FAMILY BIBLE. 
To the Editors of the Theological Repertory. ® 
Gentlemen.—In the Repertory for 

November, you have declared, in an- 
swer to your correspondent, Lecfor, 
that you ‘consider Dr. Mant, who 
has comptled the commentary to the 
Family Bible, from the works of other 
divines, as utterly disqualified for the 
rmportant task, he has undertaken.” 
This certainly is a severe sentence ; 
and as | am one of those, who, as you 
know, have signed a recommendation 
of that work, and bave always spoken 
of ii, es one of the most useful, and 
judicious productions of the age ; I 
inust beg leave to claim the privilege 
of defence. 

As to the character and talents of 
Dr. (now Bishop) Mant, they are 
too well known and too highly ap- 
preciated, to need any defence from 
me, wherever he is known. And 
although | have received great marks 
of kindness from that distinguished 
divine, yet I should have remained 
satished to suffer the public to decide 
for themselves, upon the merits of 


== 





*Desirous of doing unto others as we 
would they should do unto us, and being 
willing to put our readers into possession of 
all that can be said in favor of the princi- 
ples of the writer, we have felt it our duty 
to insert this communication. We avail 
ourselves of the oceasion to remark, on what 
we consider an impropriety in some periodi- 
cal works, in copyeng from other journals, 
into their own pages, an ex parte portion of 
a controverted subject. We bave to come 
| plain, that this injustice was done to us, on 
a late occasion, though we are willing to 
believe, with no bad intention, by the es- 
teemed editors of a certain miscellany. It 
is therefore incumbenton us to state, thatif 
a similar practice is resorted to, by any pub- 
ic journal, on the subject now unter dis- 








cussion, we sha'! feel itour duty to close our 





Thus do, that they with! 


pages to any futher coumunications from 
the other quarter,— EDITORS 
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the work in question, had not your | admit this article, either with, or 
opinion been calculated to prevent without a change of the term; and te 
the circulation and perusal of it. For | suppose, that he changed the term in 
the editors of religious magazines are | the first instance, or restored it in the 
generally supposed to be profound second, if the sense of the text could 
biblical scholars, and acute critics. ||in any degree be rendered doubtful, 
On the reasons which you assign | is, | think, not very compatible with 
for your opinion, permit me to make ‘christian charity. And should it be 
a few remarks : || supposed to imply on the part of the 
The first reason that you assign | Bishop, a disposition to yield to pop- 
for entertaining such an opinion of ular clamour, | hardly think, that 
Bishop Mant, * is derived,” you say,')even the opponents of Bishop Mant, 
“from a fact contained in the Chris- | will ascribe to him a disposition of 
tian Observer, vol. 16, page 423. that kind. 
This fact is, that the editors of the | Your next charge against Bishop 
Family Bible, changed the word re- t Mant, is, ** * that he maintains sancti- 
generation, into refurmation, in the } heaton and purity, unspotted and un- 
commentary of Lowth, on the 3ist blemished holiness, are attributed to 
verse, of the 18th chapt. of Ezekiel.” } the Church of Christ, as the effect of 
I was fortunate enough to have a} the washing of water.’”? This as it 
eopy of the first impression of that || stands in his tract on regeneration, is 
Bible, put into my hands by a lady |\a paraphrase of a passage, in the 5th 
from England, soon after its publica- |) chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesi- 
tion. Inthat copy, the word, as sta- |) ans. * Christ loved the church, and 
ted by the Christian Observer, 1s | gave himself for it, that he might 
reformation. 


—S————— 


I now possess a copy | sanctify and cleanse it with the wash- 
of another impression, where the || ing of water by the word, that he might 
present it to himself a glorious church, 
not having spot or wrinkle, or any 
|| such thing, but that it should be holy, 
Mand without blemish.” Now, the only 
question here is, whether the para- 
phrase preserves the true spirit and 
| meaning of the text, This | think 
' no sound critic will deny. But I also 
| think, that no one will conclude from 


word regeneration is restored. Whe- 
ther all this was accidental, or de- 
signed, | am unable to tell. But, be 
this as it may, it seems, in my judg- 
ment, no well-founded objection to 
the conduct of these gentlemen. Jlad 
they been editing the works of Lowth, 
I readily admit, that such a change 
would have been incorrect. but 








when they were engaged in giving a | this, that either St. Paul, or Bishop 
clear, and consistent illustration of | Mant, contended, that the washing 
holy writ, | can see no impropriety ! with water in baptism, so cleansed 


in changing words, and even senten- |/ and purified all those who are baptt- 


ces, to maintain an uniformity of zed, as to render them holy, and 


phraseology, and particularly as in 
the case before us, the sense could 
not be mistaken. Dr. Adam Clarke, 
in his elucidation of the Epistle to } 
the Romans, candidly acknowledges, | 





without blemish, in a moral sense.— 
This, however, seems to be your 
conclusion ; for in a subsequent part 
of the article, you say, ‘to suppose 
this mighty change to be passed upon 


**that he has made a large extract | us before we are qualified for hea- 
from the key of Dr. John Taylor, of | ven, is effected in baptism, is, in our 
Norwich, steering as clear as possible | judgment, to cry peace, when there 
of those points, in which his own |is no peace, and to delude and des- 
creed is certainly at variance with), troy immortal souls.”’ Had the Bishop 
that of his author.”’ ‘any where maintained this doctrine, 





Bishop Mant, was not compelled to}; he would have found no defence in 
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me. But I have read with consider- 
able care his Tract on Regeneration, 
hic Academical Sermons, the Family 
Bible, and also the Prayer Book, but 
1 have found nothing to authonze 
such an opinion. And if you wil! 
allow the Bishop to speak for humsel., 
1 think you will change your opinion. 

In his Tract on Regeneration, he 
supposes, * iat infants may, by thetr 
future conduct, forfeit the privileges 
of their new birth. The petition is 
exclusively for daily renovation.” 
* As to those who do not sin in tn- 
fancy, she,” meaning the church, 
‘teaches that the privilege of salva- 
tion, thus bestowed by God, through 
the regeneration of baptism, is conti- 
nued to them, if they grow up in faith 
and obedience, if not, it is taken from 
them until they repent; for it ts 
afirmed in the 16th article, that the 
grace of repentance is not to be de- 
nied to such as fall into sin after bap- 
tism.”’ ** But it isan uncharitable and 
cruel insinuation, if he meant to 
charge those, whom he calls his oppo- 
nents, with concluding thence, that 
our church knows of no distinction, 
but that between professed christians, 
and professed heathens. jews, We. 
wd that she really considers all who 
are her nominal members, in sucha 


sense, in a state of salvation, as that | 


they will escape future punishment, 
and obtain everlasting happiness, 
whatever be their characte. God 
forbid, that we should be exposed to 
so formidable an accusation! Let us 
rather trust, that, whilst with the 
church we maintain the regenerating 
efficacy of baptism to those who die, 
before they commit actual sin, with 
her also we consider none who have 
arrived at maturity, and are capable 
subjects, are in such a sense chris- 
tians, as that they will obtain happi- 
ness and peace, except those who are 
influenced by christian principles, 
and exhibit a christian conduct ; who 
are penitent, believers, and habitual 
observers of God’s laws.”’-——** Such 
a change of. heart may be wrought, 
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either before, or after baptism, im 
/persons, either regenerate or unre- 
| generate ; it qualihes them for rege- 
/neration, if unbaptized ; it restores 
‘them to the privileges of baptism, 
| which they may have forfeited by be- 
ing hardened in sin.”’—** The words 
of the apostle are to be considered 
as a caution to the regenerate, not to 
jrely on their admission into filiation 
with God, as suflicient to secure their 
eternal happiness, but to live up to 
their high vocation, lest they should 
ultimately lose the privileges of their 
adoption by disobedience, or unbe- 
lief, and become as though they had 
not been born again.” 

‘To this, | would now add his defi- 
nition of conversion, as substantiating 
the same point. ‘Conversion, ac- 
cording to our notion, may not be 
improperly said to consist of a ra- 
tional conviction of sin, and asense of 
its wretchedness and danger, of a sin- 
cere penitence, and sorrow of heart, 
at having incurred the displeasure of 
aholy God ; of steadiast purposes of 
amendment with the blessing of di- 
vine grace ; of a regular and diligent 
employment of all the appointed 
means of grace, and of a real change 
of heart and life, of affections and 
conduct, and a resolute perseverance 
in well-doing.’’ 1 shall close this 
point of defence, with a quotation 
from the Bishop's Academical Ser- 
mous.—* Finally, would we become 

like unto God, holy, just, and good ? 
"The fruit of the spirit is in all good- 
ness, and righteousness, and truth, 
the qualities by which we most near- 
ly approach to a resemblance of the 
Deity. —He,” meaning the holy spi- 
rit, * assists us in putting off the old 
‘man, which is corrupt, according to 
the deceitful lusts, and in putting on 
‘the new man, which, after God, is 
_ created in righteousness, and true ho- 
_liness. By dwelling and abiding in 

us, he beareth witness with our spi- 
rit, to our present adoption, and gives 
us a seal and earnest of our future in- 
‘heritance. He gradually moulds ué 
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more and mor¢, into a conformity, to 
the image of the Son of God, til at 
length, through bis blessing upon an 
ardent contemplation, and faithful | 
imitativn of the divine perfections, | 
we are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the 
épirit of the Lord.” 

I hope now, gentlemen, you are 
fully satisfied, that you have mistaken 
Bishop, Mant, when you ascribed to 
him the monstrous doctrine, that by 
baptism, such a renovation was eflect- 
ed in the soul of man, as to prepare 
him for heaven.* 





* We certainly did not mean to say, that 
Dr. Mant held the doctrine of final perse- 
verance. Consequently, we could not 
charge him with teaching, that the grace 
received in baptism, could not be forteited 
in alter life. ‘Lhe above quotations, there- 
fore, which go merely to that extent, are 
not relevant to our objections, We shall 
not stop to inquire into the critical ques- 
tion of Dr. Mant’s paraphrase of the pas- 
sage of scripture, which speaks of * the 
washing of water by the word ;” although 
there appears to us a wide diflerence be- 
tween the instrument of water in baptism, 
even as a sacramental sign, to which he 
Attiibutes sanctification and unblemished 
holiness, and * the washing of water by the 
word,” which the apostle considers instru- 
mental iu the moral renovation of the soul. 
But, waiving this, we still cannot but think 
that the doctrine unequivocally taught by 
him elsewhere, namely, that * there is no 
other than baptismal regeneration possible 
in this world ;”? that ** supernatural grace 
is always conferred by baptism ;” that ** from 
this time forward, we have a new principle 
put into us, the spirit of grace, which, be- 
side our soul and body, is a principle of ac- 
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And I most sincerely think, that 
you have as far mistaken the word of 
God, as you have the opinions of Bi- 
shop Mant. The term new-birth, or 
regeneration, is a figurative term: 
and the figure of which it is expres- 
sive, is well known. Now every rhet- 
orician knows, that if the figure be 
not preserved, the sense is destroyed, 
The figure is used in the New- Tes- 
tament to mark, in a strong manner, 
the translation of a person into the 
church of Christ. Now, no matter 
what this includes—whether it in- 
cludes a change of condition, an in 
vestiture with all the privileges and 
benefits of the plan of redemption, 
a new cast given to the mind by the 
Holy Spirit, or a pledge of grace to 
assist and invigorate the moral facul- 
ties. it was always designated by a 
new-birth, or regeneration. Before 
baptism, the apostles exhorted their 
hearers, to repent, and be converted, 
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and whenever they professed repent- 
ance, conversion, and faith, they 





were then baptized, translated into 
the church of Christ, or born of wa- 
ter and of the Spirit. If afterwards, 
they fell short of the christian cha- 
racter, they were admonished, ‘ to 
walk in newness of life’—* that they 
should no longer serve sin’—‘ that 
they should reckon themselves dead 
unto sin, but alive unto God, through 
Jesus Christ their Lord.’—* that they 
| should grow in grace,’ &c. When they 
relapsed into sin, they were admo: 





tion, which tends to delude and destroy im- 
mortal souls.” To ** have a new principle || 
put into us, the spirit of grace,” isthe char- | 
acteristic mark of that great change which 
is spoken of in scripture, as preparing us for 
heaven. And this is said to take place in 
baptism. Does it not follow then, that, if 
the man die immediately, he needs no other 
ehange? He is born of water and of the 
spirit; and, ought any one to deny him the 
kingdom of heaven, who has complied thus 
with the essential requisites of salvation, as 
prescribed by our Lord? We know, in- 
deed, that both Dr, Mant and his advocate, 
would abhor this conclusion, But, it ap- 


pears tous, that their premises are extremely 





‘nished to repent, to be converted 
‘but they never were baptized a se- 
cond time. Besides. there is not a 
single expression in scripture w: ich 





liable to this deduction. We might mention 
several other views in which the doctrine ap- 
pears to us to possess an hyjurious tendency, 
as affecting the other doctrines, and a: serv- 
ing tomake people at “ ease in Zion.”? But 
we have already to beg pardon 0 our cor 
respondent for the length of this note. As, 
however, he did not appear to have under 
stood our objections, we thought is best 1@ 
be thus far explicit in stating them.—ED. 
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implies the figure of a new-birth,) 
language of scripture was that of the 


buat what is connected with baptism.* 
To be born of Gad, comes nearest to 
it, but it is evident, that they who! 
were said to be born of God, meant 
baptized christians. 





* Among the many passages of the sa- 
ered scriptures, in which the new-birth is 
most evidently spoken of, and refecied to, 
without any allusion to the sacrament of 
water baptism, we are sorry that the 
right reverend writer should not. before 


hazarding this assertion, have recollected ) T2s«s 
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In exact correspondence with the 


fathers, both of the Greek, and Latin 
church. ‘* Regeneration, in the 
language of the fathers, constantly 
signifies the participation of the sa- 
crament of bapusm. The Greeks 
have a variety of words to express, 


| regeneration by, not only anagennesis, 


which is an exact translation of it ; 
but avaxaviswos, reNOVAtION, avaxTisis 
recreation, avavewsis, TENEWINL, avas- 
resurrection, gatagodn, the 


the following.—FEduors. chance, APT RMOUMSIS, the reitting, pea 
* Born, not of blood, nor of the will of the hess renesia, the bein: g born again, wari7- 

i [ b f God.’ 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of Gov | Foxx, the bevetting again, all wiuch 





*That which is born of the flesh 's flesh, 

and that which is born of the Spirit, ts Spi- [ 
pit.’ *Whatsoever is born of God, overcom- 
eth the world’—‘ whosoever is boru of God, 
doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth 
jo him; and he cannot sin, because he is 
born of God.’ ‘Ye know that every one 
that doeth righteousness is born of him.’ 





expressions are used of baptism, and 


seldom or never of the rise aflera 
lapse. ‘The language of the Latin 
fathers is the same. The Latin trans- 
lator of Lrenseas, which undoubtedly 
‘is very ancient, expresses the Greek 


‘We know, that we have passed from death unagennesis, by regeneration; baptism 


unto life, because we love the biethren ; for | 
love is of God, and every one that loveth, is 
born of God, and knoweth God.’ *We 

know that, whosoever is born of Gud sin- | 
neth not.2—- 
suptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the | 

word of God, which liveth and abideth for | 
ever.’ * Blessed be God, which hath begot- | 
ten us again unto a lively hope, by the re- 
surrection of Jesus Chiist from the dead.’ | 
Taken in connection with the following : | 
‘If any man be in Christ, he isa new creas) 
ture ; old things are passed away; behold, 

all things are become new.’ * God, who) 
commanded the light to shine out of dark- 
ness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God, 
in the face of Jesus Christ.’——‘ I will put 
a new spirit within you; and I will take 
the stony heart out of their flesh, and wil! 
give them an heart of flesh.’ * The Lord 
thy God, will circumcise their heart, and 
the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, that thou mayest live.’ * He isa Jew 
which is one inwardly, and circumcision is 
that of the heart, in the spirit, and not iv 
the letter,” * The Father, hath delivered us 
from the power of darkness, and hath trans- 
jated as into the kingdom of his dear son. 

*And you that were sometime alienated, 
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, 
yet now hath he reconciled.’ * You hath he 





* Being born again, not of cor- | rate. 








and sins.’ * God, who is rich in mercy, tc 
his great love wherewith he loved us, even 


Vol. Il....No. VI. 


quickened, who were dead in trespasses | 


which is a reg ‘neration unto God; and 
| 0 likewise calls the anugennemenoi, 


lthe — regeneratt ; the regene- 


St. Ambrose, spenking of bap- 
itism, expresses himself thus, ‘ by 
baptism we are renewed, by which 
also we are born again. St. Austin, 
besides innumerable other passages, 
within the compass of a few lines has 
several expressions, all to this pur- 
pose ; he calls baptism the spiritual 
regeneration; he says the baptized 
person is born again, because he is 
regenerated ; and lastly, he calls bap- 
tisin, the sacrament of regeneration, 
But when any of the ancients have 
occasion to express a returning to 
God, after a state of sin. the Greeks 
use the word weraysdcia. weravore, XC. 
the Latins, poenitentia, conversio,.’” 
Dr.N wholis, on the Book of Common Prayer. 





when we were dead in sins, hath quickeneé 
us together with Christ.’ * For we are his 
workmanship created in Christ Jesus, unte 
good works.” 


John i. 13—iii. 6.—1 John v. 4.—iii. ®, 
ii. 29.—iii. 14.—iv. 7.—v. 18. e Pet. i. 23. 
3. 2Cor. v. 17,2 Cor. iv. 6, 
Ez, xi. 19.—Deut. xxx. 6.—Rom, ii. 29, 
Colos, i, 12, 13, 2i.—Eyph. ii. 1, 4 5, 19, 
22 
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In your remarks upon the Liturgy, 
vou have adopted the two promunent 
errors of some divines at the present 
time. VTho first is, “that when the 
minister declares the child, after bap- | 
tism to be revenerated, this 1s only | 
done in the judyiment of charity.” Now 
there is no such declaration made | 
any where by the chure he Her, 
meaning clearly is, that whatever is | 
implied in regeneration, the baptized f 
child is pronounced to be regenerate. 

The reverend Me. Joba Wesley, 
the great founder of Methodism. was | 
well aware, that his doctrine of the - 
new-birth was clearly at) variance 
with the baptismal service of the | 
church, and of course, when he | 
formed a Prayer Book for the Metho- 
dists, he Jeftont the word regenerate, | 
in that part of the service which tol- 
Jows the baptism. In this, he was 
(ar more consistent than some of the 
divines of the church ; for, while her 
service remains unchanged, they 
lave tried to accommodate it to their 
notions, 
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| with water, a bare outward sign, and 


thus deprive it of its sacramental 
character—tor baptism as a sacrament 
consists of two parts, the outward vi- 
sible sign, and the inward spiritual 
grace. These must be umited, other- 


jwise there is no sacrament in the 


view of the church.* 

The church has adopted a rich va- 
riety of phraseology, as well us of 
firures, in designating the benetits and 
privileges of baptism. The baptized 
are said to be made wnembers of ¢ hrist, 

children of God, inheritors of “the kine . 
dom of heaven, recenerated, grefted 


| jato the body of Christ's Church. The 


inward grace ef baptism is called, 
“a death unto sin, and a new-birth 
unto righteousness, for being by nature 
born in sin, ond the children of? cordth, 


ose are hereby made the children of 


grace.” * Baptism i is motonly a signet 
profe sston, and a mark of difference, 

lwhereby christian men are discerned 
fr om others, that be not ch ristened ; hut 
‘itis also sign of regeneration, a anew 








The second error you have adopt- 
od is, that the inward spiritual grice 
does not always accompany the out- 
ward visible sign. Ut is true, you | 
admit “ that baptismal regeneration, | 
consists of a change of outward con- 
dition, bringing the person into al 
state of covenant with God, and graft- | 
ing him into the visible body of: 
Christ’s Chorch.”? Now, this is all! 
we contend for, because we insist 
upon it, that to be brought into cove- 
nant with God, includes the inward | 
spiritual grace of baptism. Still you! 
sy, that the church defines spiritual 
regeneration to be, ** a death unto, 
sin, aad a new-birth unto righteous- | 
ness ; and that no where does she | 
say, that these are necessarily tied 
to cether.” But she clearly says, that | 
the iaward spiritual grace ‘of baptism, 
as asacrament, is *‘a death unto sin, 
und a new-birth unto righteousness.” 
And if you separate this from baptism, 
rou reduce 1: toa mere sprinkling 





Ss 


birth, whereby as by an instrument, 
they that receive baptism rightly are 
gratied into the church; the promises 
of t the forete “CHESS of sia, 


and of our 
edoption to be the sons of God by the 
| Holy Ghost, are visibly sivnedand seal- 
je, faith is confirmed and grace in~ 
crea sed by % virtve of preyer to God. 
Now, while we have here a copious 
variety of expression, we have the 
most exact consistency of views of 
doctrine. And for my own part, I 


Tnever revolve these things in my 





*® Can our right reverend correspondent 
have forgetten the last clause of the 25th 
article, which. declares, that © the sacra- 
ments have a wholesome eliect, or opera 


tion only, on such as worthily receive the 


same; but they that receive them unwor- 
thily, purchase to themselves damnation, 


as St. Paul, saith’? Or the equally expli- 


cit declaration of Bishop Burnet, who is 1e- 





commended by the house of bishops, as the 
best expositor of our articles, * that Bap- 
tism is not to be believed to be of the nature 
of acharm, as if the very act carried with t 
inward regencration ?—KDITORS, 
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min |, without feeling sincerely thank » at variance with the Liturgy ; jor, 
ful to the Great Head of the caristiwn | winle at declared that tata ots were 
church, that he has so furtuied thas, bora-arain, or regenerated al baptisin, 
sacrament. that tt would hardly seem ) they Vell torth thaithey must stall be 
possible for error to muatun 1G | born azaun, aul sat course on there 
4 vr anv length of ime. i were two new-burths coutemplated in 
— 4 — subject ii AS ithe chivistian system, The second 
great a variety of views ax Iocan, | ; evilthat arose trom tis practiee, w as 
will suppose a person to bestow upon Pthe neglect, ov indced disregard of 


_any of you, an estate. Atier the deed j baptisaa. Et was said, that to sprinkle 


wil water was a thing of no conse- 


had received all the legal requisites, : | 
jquence, thatat could ueither do good 


he might, indelivering itto you, say : 
now sir, you are tally invested with) aor arm, 

a title to this property. Ono, you} The third evilthat grow out of this, 
would answer, agreeably to yeur) was of a most alarming, and dreadtal 
principles, this is only a piece of prey Ful, equally at varbiice with good 
per, written with certain words, and Sense, and with the injunctions of the 
stzned by some names! fs this tied) Jewish, aad the Caristaan system, | 
to the estate, <o that it brings itatong, mean the almost entire neglect of the 
with it? tle would justly reply ; tits) religions education of childven, — It 
ix the way fixed by law, by which an) was alleged, that it was of no conse- 
estate is conveyed. In like manner} quence to do any thing Ull they were 


t 
‘ 


with regard to baptism; itis the m a born-again ; an, indeed, it became a 


a 


ner fixed by the Divine Head of the} commonly received opinion, that the 
church, by whieh the rich inheri-{) more wicked young persons were, the 
tance of grace is conveyed to us. But) better chance there was for a new- 
‘the blessings or the evils that this es-) birth. 
tate may bring with it, depend upon) "This state of things was not peculiar 
lis use or abuse.* With regard to) to Great Britain. It prevailed here 
the British divrnes, | think the case i to a most alarming extent: and the 
staads nearly, or exactly thus. Seve.) friends of trae religion, and of the 
ral of (hem had fatien tato a loose and | church, were so well satistied, that it 
eweless way of ustas tie term rege- |) was engendering the most fatal com 
Heralion, assy nowy ious wilh Convers | sequences, that at the hazard of their 
floa, renovation, or retoraition.—!! beg stigmatized with the want of 
They began, however, to perceive, | ual godliness, they came forwan! 
thit ovis of great magaitude were i ind matutuaoed the teae character of 
growing occ of this practice. othe church, and asserted her pure 
Phe tirst was; they were often and priaiive doctrimes, 
told, that their preaching was clearly» Pew of the old British Divines are 
[ chargeable with any thing more, than 
the mere mize ipphcation of a term. 
® Does the Bishop mean bere, thar the | When they treated expressly of bap- 
Sweats of baptism are bestowed ia the same ; i)S0, they were generally virect. 


Ray that property is conveyed in a deed: We hear nothing of the puedo ent of 


By baptism, we are made * the children of 
God, and the inheritors of the hingdom of 
Heaven.” li, then, the deed be ilbustrative 


cherity ; of the thing signified Leiag 
s-parated from the siga. To substan- 
of the case. is notthe child sure of heaven? | Hate this, | shall vuly quote a few, 
For, is not the property conveyed in a deed |) but with those whe know them, they 
absolute, unconditional, aud irrevoeable - fi wilh stand for a host. 


We canuot believe, that the simile was used Hook 8 EL SO a 
with this view, and yet we are at a Joss to | DORET, GBC OF ING MOS learned ap 


Sa 


kuow, to what other purpose it can serve in | pious clergyman of his time, sive, 
Jts application to baptis.1.—BDI0AS. ‘as we are pot naturally men without, 
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birt), 60 neither are we christie 
men, is he eye of the church, but 

by new-birth , nor according to the 

manifest ordinary course of divine 

dispensation, new-born, but by that! 
baptism which ‘oth declareth and, 
maketh us christians.” Andin his de- | 
finition of a sacrament, he avers, | 
*thatthere are three things necessa- 

ry to make up the substance of a sn- 

crament, namely, the grace which ts 
thereby offered, the element which 

shadoweth or signifieth grace, and the | 
word which expresseth what 13 done 
by the element.” 

My next authority is Dr. John 
Scott, author of the Christian Life. 
He was a true son of the church, and 
a most pious and eloquent minister. 
* When,” says he, ‘* by baptism we 
are once incorporated into this body, | 
we are entitled to, and do, at least of 





it 
} 








right, participate of the vital influence | 


of the Holy Spirit, who is the soul of 
it.’ * And, hence the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost, are concurrent things.” 

Dr. Isaac Barrow, in enumerating 
the benetits of baptism, first mentions, 
‘* the purgation, or absolution of us 
from the guilt of past offences, by a 
free and full remission of them.” 
Secondly, ‘*‘ the gilt of God’s Holy 
Spirit, qualifying us for the state into 
which we then came :”’ And, * with 
these gifts, he connects the benetit of 
regeneration, implying an entrance 
into a new state, or course of life. 
Baptism is, by St. Paul, called the 
laver of regeneration ; and our Lord 
saith, if a man be not born of water, 
and of the Holy Spirit, he cannot en- | 
ter into the kingdom of God: that ts, 
every one becoming a Christian, is, 
by baptism, regenerated, and put into 
a new state of life, getting new dispo- 
sitions of soul, and new relations to 
God.” 

Bishop Wilson, in a catechetical 
instruction, has these questions and 
answers: © Q. “hat other names 
are civen in ihe gosvel to this sacra- 








went? 4. it is calied regeneration, | 
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or the new-birth, &c. or being born 
again. Q. Why is it socalled? A, 
Because, as we did receive a natural 
life from our parents, as descendants 
of Adam, subject to sin and misery, 
<0, by baptism, we receive the Holy 
Spirit, for a principle of new and 
christian life.” 

Bishop Beveridge teNs us, ** What 
Christ means by being born of water, 
and of the Spirit, is now made a ques- 
tion: | say now, for it was never 
made so, ull of late years. For many 
wes together, none ever doubted it, 
but the whole christian world took it 
for granted, that our Savi ur, by these 
words, meant only, that except a man 
ve baptized according to his mstitu- 
tion, he cannot enter into the king- 
doin of God, this being the most plun 
and obvious sense of the words ; tor- 
asmuch as there is no other way of 
being born again, of water, as well as 
of the Spirit, but only in the sacra- 
ment of bapiism.’** 





* The Bishop appears here again to have 
misapprehended the opimion we entertrip 
on the subject of baptism. We have belore 
said, that we believe in baptismal regener 
ation, as explained in Bishop Bradford's 
tract, and which was approved by the Soe 
ciety in Eugland, and published with the 
commendations of Bishop Hobart. But we 
believe also, with these wiiters, and with the 
25th article, that spiritual regeneration ac- 
companies the outward act, * only where it 
is worthily received.” We see nothing in 
the above quotations inconsistent with these 
views. ‘hese writers do not consider spies 
ritual grace as necessarily conveyed in bap- 
tism, Or that the term regeneration should 
pe applied only to that ordinance. As 
‘proot, we refer to Bishop Beveridge’s Ser- 
mon on } Pet. i 5, the 73d sermon in the 
first volume. ia our next nun.ber we shall 
give some extracts from him and the other 
authors above quoted, to show that they 
confirm decidedly the views we have ex- 
pressed. For the present, let one suffice 
from Dr. Barrow. Speaking of the work of 
illumination and sanctification, and mani- 
festly without any reference to baptism, be 
says, ** both these taken together, do aceum- 
plish that work which is styled the rgener= 
dlion, Vivification, new creation, :en0evee 
tion, resurrection of a mab.’’—EpITORS« 
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I shall close my short list with the | 


not only a covenanted title to the par- 


name of a living bishop-—! mean the |, don and grace of the Cospel, but even 


present Bishop of (iloucester. He | 


is thus spoken of by the Christian 
Observer. “ He has distinguished 
himself on miny occasions by the ex- 
cellence of his principles, the energy 
of his character, and the independ- 
ence of his mind ; and, we cannot but 
rejoice, for the sake of the Church 
of Christ in general, and of the 





Church of England tn particular, 


a degree of spiritual ard, vouchsefed 
and ready to offer itself to our accept- 
ance or rejection, at the dawn of rea- 
son; | would recommend a refer- 
ence to these privileges in our dis- 


| courses, as talents, which the hearer 


should have so improved as to bear 
interest, as seed which should have 
sprung up and produced fruit.” 
Ch. Ob. vol. 15, p. 656, With such 


when such men are placed in stations, | naines as these, Bishop Mant need 


where their talents have full scope, | 


where their voices cannot fal to be 
heard, and their example to be seen.” 

In his Primary Charge, he thus 
treats the subject of regeneration. 
* Phe question, so far as it regards 
the use of the term, is, in my opinion, 
s tisfictorily determined by the arti- 
cies and ofhices of our church, and by 
the meaning uniformly annexed to it, 


in the four first centuries of the chris- | 


tian wera.” 
** The number of eminent and just- 


not fear to stand or fall. 

Stull it may be said, that there can 
be no great harm tn using a term, in 
any acceptation to which some people 
i have been accustomed : and this posi- 
tion has a very imposing influence on 
young divines. But nothing, per- 
haps, has introduced more errors inte 
the church, than a general change in 
the acceptation ofterms. And, why 
not use the scriptural, the etymolo- 
vical, the true figurative sense of the 














word, when it is thus used in our li- 





ly revered writers, (some of exalted, turgy. For, besides the other evils 
station in the church, among whom | growing out of such a practice, it des- 
we may reckon Archbishop Tillot-' troys the fine analogy between na- 
son,) who have spoken at times, of aj ture and grace. We are only once 
regeneration, distinct from baptismal, |, born ; if our constitutions be feeble, 
though amply sufficient to excuse, |) they may be invigorated ; if they be 
and p-rhaps justify, ts not, | conceive, |! diseased, they may be cured ; and, in 








° ' . . 
suthicient to recommend such an ap-| our daily food, we possess the means 
P- |, : P 


plication of the term.” 

“It may naturally excite confusion 
in the minds of those hearers, whose 
capacity and reading may be limited, 
and leave them to hesitate about the 
propriety of our baptismal service. It 
is by no means indispensably neces- 
sary, in order to convey a full idea of 
that radical, fundamental, change of 
views, desires, and pursuits. so gen- 
erally requisite in those who, having 


been baptized in infancy, have reach- 


ed the age in which they can commit 





actual sin.”’ 

‘** | would therefore wish generally 
to restrict the tern to the baptismal 
privileges ; and, considering them as 
co:upr-heuding, not only an extern :: 


admission into the visible church— 


of growing to fullsize. We are once 
(born into the Church of Christ. If, 
in areligious view, we be weak and 
! 
| 


sickly, divine grace will strenghthen - 


us. If we be diseased, repentance 
and faith will heal us ; and the means 
| of grace were appointed for the very 
purpose of bringing us ‘ unto a per- 
fect man, unto the measure of the sta- 
ture of the fulness of Christ.’ 

I must now trouble you to state 
the authority upon which the Family 
Bible was brought forward. 

‘The Society for promoting Chris- 
tin Knowledge in England, com- 
prises a large proportion of the cler- 
, nolility, and gentry, of that coun- 
tres. The number of members in 
1817, was 12,€CC. * It was estab- 
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lished in the year 1699, and has con- | 


tinued with ap increasing annual ex- 
pense, which, in 1817, exceeded 
69,0001. sterling. The objects of 
this mstitution are, to support Wes- 
sions ond Schools, at home and abroad; 
to distribute Bibles and Prayer Books, 
and also Religious Tracts, in con- 
fornity with the doctrine and diset- 
pline of the Charch of Englund. 

‘In the year 1815, the attention 
of the society was directed to the 
very important object of providing 
the members of our church with the 
means of perusing the holy scriptures, 
with greater edification and = com- 


fort, and of preserving them stedfist | 


in the profession of a pure and uncor- 
rupted faith, by the publication, at a 
moderate rate, of a Family bible, 
accompanied with notes explanatory 
and practical, in all points of doctrine 


and discipline, to be selected from 


approved writers of the Church of 


England.”’ In the accomplishment of | 


this great work, the Rev. Mr. D’Oy- 
ley, and the Rev. Dr. Mant were se- 
lected, as being among the most able 


_and learned divines of the church. 


When the work was completed, it 
was thus spoken of. ** Of this work 
which has been sometime before the 
public, and extensively circulated, it 
would be superfluous to say more at 
present, than that the great expecta- 
tion originally formed, from the high 


‘ character of its patrons, from the ex- 
-tensive erudition of its editors, and 


from the known principles of the so 
ciety, have, in no one instance been 
disappointed.”’ In the general account 
of the society for 1818, it is said that 
** an edition, consisting of 16,500 co- 
pies, had been already disposed of, 
and that a new one was in the course 
of publication.” 


When the Family Bible reached | 
- this country, it was so highly valued, 


that an edition was immediately set 
about, by Messrs. T. and J. Swords, 
of New York, under the superintend- 
ance of Bishop Hobart. And, at the 
last genera} copvention, the publish- 


ers applied to the House of Bishops 
(to give their opimuon of the work. 
|) The venerable Bishop of Pennsyl- 
ivania, presiding Bishop, did not hesi- 
tate to give his name in support of 
| this work. And, with those who are 
| acquainted with the accuracy and ex- 
tent of his biblical learning, and also 
| his anxiety to preserve the purity of 
l the scriptures, his recommendation 
|will have great weight. The Bishops 
} of South Carolina, New Jersey, Con- 
necticut and Maryland, added their 
signatures. ‘The Bishop of the Eas- 
| tern Diocese said, that he was not suf- 
| ficiently acquainted with the work to 
be able to give an opinion of it. The 
sishop of Virginia declared, that as 
far as he had perused the work, he 
approved of it, but he declined giving 
his name to the recommendation for 
other reasons, than those which have 
‘influenced you. Indeed, it is certain, 
that the great ground of your objec- 
tions to Bishop Mant, could have no 
weight with any of the Bishops, for 
they unanimously approved the Con- 
vention Sermon of Bishop Moore, 
who held the same opinion as to bap- 
tism, that Bishop Mant does. 

| have possessed this Bible, almost 
ever since it was published. It is 
my daily friend and companion. — It 
comprises the whole sum of the bibh- 
eal learning of all the most able di- 
vines of the church, ever since the 
reformation. Nor have the editors 
as was the original intention, confined 
ithemselves to the divines of the 
‘church, From Campbell, Doddridze, 
and Macknight, they have often made 
extracts. And the judgment with 
which these writers are arranged, the 
close adherence maintuined to the 
text, and the unity supported through 
the whole, render this a work of no 
oadinary character. Indeed, when f 
have this Bible on my table, | con- 
sider myself as having betore me, all 
the most learned and pious divines of 
‘the church, and here 1 tind coneen- 
.trated, all that was most valuable in 
' their works. 
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1921. 


As achurchman, this book i my 
delight, because I finds by the most 
easy and natural interpretation, the 
scriptures and the Church speak the 
same language. 

Nor, in my judgment, c ould a more 
Appropriate title be given to this work, | 
than'that ofa Famely Bible. For when | 
the master, or any member of a fam. 
ly, reads this Bible, when he tinds 
any expression, or any sentence, 
which he does not understand, he has 
enly to look at the notes, Besides, 
all the explanations possess a practi- 
cal cast. 

And moreover, all the fundamental 
doctrines which the Bible Sl 
and the church holds, are here main- | 





ss 


| 
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tained and illustrated. The Deity, 
as existing in three persons and one 
God—ihe Saviour of the world, the | 
second person in this divine nature— 
the personality of the Holy Ghost, 
and his office in the church—the tall 
of mau—the atonement made for sin 
upon the cross—justification by faith, 
working by love, and producing holi- 
ness—the existence and imiluence of 
the devil—the everlasting happiness 
of heaven, and the endless torments 





of hell—the establishment of the 
church by our Blessed Lord and his 
apostles—with all her sacraments 
and ordinances, for the purpose of et- 
fecting a complete renovation of the 
soul of man, so as to prepare it for! 
heaven ; these sound and wholesome 
doctrines are very ably illustrated in 
this work: and Ll would hope to see 
the day, when every church family 
should possess this bible ; 1 should 
not doubt but there wal be two 
most desirable objects accouplisted 
by it; more knowledge uf scripture, 
and more family devotion, 

Bishop Mant has also published a 
Book of Common .Prayer, on the 
aame plan, comprising notes from all 
the most able and pious writers on 
that book. Were this work adapted 
to the American Book of Common 
Prayer, it and the Family Bible would 
form a complete Theological Library | 
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\nd, in many parts of this country, 
where people have no access to 
churches on the Lord's doy. such 
books would be an invaluable trea- 
stire. 

We have now, gentlemen, viven 
our diferent: optatons, of the oditors 
amd the work in question, under, | 
am persuaded, the serious IN pPres- 
sion, that either of us have been, 
in any degree, instrumental in dispa- 
raging a book calculated to extend 
the Knowledge of salvation by a Ke- 
deemer, among a fallen and sinful 
race, we shall stand answerable at 
the great day of the Lord. For my - 
self, Lam pre pare “ud to say, that af my 
defence has, im any degree, been 
tempered with partiality, | amy will- 
ing to retract whenever convinced of 
mistakes, or of errors. 

lam, Gentlemen, 
With much respect, 
Your's, &c. 
JAMES KEMP. 

Baltimore, Dec. 19, 1820, 

Remarks on Bishop Kemp's Communication. 

't may appear presumptuous to 
some, that we should oppose our 
feeble reasonings against such author- 
itv, as our Right Rev. respondent 
has secred to array against usin the 
foregoing communication. But, as it 
is not considered disrespectfal to the 
most eminent writers in philosophi- 
cal science, to express doubts on the 
apparent Sevecdants of prince iple 
which is found in their works, nei- 
ther will it, we trust, be considered 
any violation of that decorum and 
respect which are due to the highest 
authorities, if we venture to inquire 
concerning the justice of some of the 
positions laid down by the present 
alvoeate of Dr. Mant; and more es- 
pecially, if it should appear, as we 
believe it will, that we can appeal to 
a greater portion of the very same 
authority now brought against us, to 
sustain us in the ground we have 
taken, [tis by calin and temperate, 


yet free, discussion, that the lights 
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and truths of general science have| 
it is certain, that a similar process 
has been found to be equally salutary! 
and efficacious, in the 1ivestigation of 
the great truths of religion. 


Ni! ducius est bene quam munita tenere ; 
Edita doct:ina sapientuim templa serena, 
Despicere unde queas alins pass:.nque videre 
Eriare, atque viam palentes quereie vita. 
Certare ingenio, contendere nobilitate, 
Noctes et dies niti prastanti labore, 

Ad suinmas emergere opes rerumque potiri. 


Ln 

We have never professed to be 
either ** profound biblical scholars,” 
or ‘* acute critics :’’ but we will take 
the humble liberty of tnquiring whe- 
ther the principle upon which the 
present apologist of Dr. Mant has eon- 
structed the defence of his misquota- 
tion, if generally consecrated, would 
not introduce iniinite disorder and 


JANUARY, 


If, indeed, Dr. Mant has framed his 
‘nble upon the principle now vindi- 
eatedin his behalf, and has seen * no 
cnpropriety in changing words, and 
even sentences, to maintain a uni- 
‘rmity of phraseology,” is there a 
rrobability, much less a certainty, 
that he has not apphed the same 
emendatory process to all the other 
writers whom he has quoted? Upon 
this principle, may.not the authority 
of great and good men be adduced, to 
prove the very reverse of that which 
it was the labour of their whole life 
to establish? Can the integrity of 
any man’s works be guaranteed ? and 








mischief into the departments of Iter- 
ature and religion? We appeal to! 
the Right Reverend writer himself. 
wether he would approve of such | 
coudact towards his own productions? | 
Should we, on any future occasion, 
quote his authority, and substitute 
the word regenerution for renovation, 
we feel well assured, that, with all 
bis kindness of feeling, he could not 
but consider it disingenuous in us, 
though it were in an incidental man- 
ner, to make him speak so forcign to 
his sentiments. A writer may, per- 
haps, fuirly embody the sentiments 
of another into his own language, 
without acknowledgement, or, he 
may profess to take the language sub- 
stantially, and give credit to the au- 
thor for that amount, as in the cose 
adduced from Dr. Clark. In these 
cases no one is misled, no author’s 
rights are infringed. But, in a case 
where, as in that of Dr. Mant, the 
writer professes to give the very lan. 
guage of the author, and yet alters 
that language, we are compelled to 





inquire upon what principle of equity | 


and fair dealing he can be jusu- 


may not the Right Reverend advo- 
cate himself, hereafter be bronght 
forward to support the ‘ heresy”* 
which he ts so anxious now to extir- 


pate, that men may be baptized, and 


yet receive no spiritual grace ; and 
even, that they may be regenerated 
after they are baptized? We know 
not what effect this defence of Dr. 
Mant may have on the minds of 
others ; but we must confess, that it 
has strengthened the objections we 
have entertained against his bible. 
Our main objection, however, lies 
against the views entertained by Dr. 
Mant, on the subject of the efficacy 
of the sacrament of baptism. And it 
is not merely to these views, as ap- 
plying abstractly to this ordinance, 
that we object, but as affecting his 
opinions on some of the other doc- 
trines of the church. There are 
many poimts in which we can agree 
with him, and more especially. since 
the animadversions which his tracts 
rave received in England, have caus- 
ed him to make many alterations. 
But, still there are some things left, 
even in his Bible, which we cannot 
reconcile to our notions of scriptural 
or episcopal orthodoxy. We will 
‘ule one instance irom his Bible: 
* Our translation of this passage, 
(Ephes. xi. 8.) ‘ For, by grace ye 
ve saved through faith ; and that not 








fied ? ( * Dr. Mant calls it heresy. ; 
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ef vourselves, it is the gift of God,’ 1s 
a hitle ambiguous, and many people 
have unhappily concluded from Ht. 
that fuith is the gift of God; agi, ! 
mean, in some peculiar sense 5 sucs 
a gift as is not voucisafedt » mankiod 
in general, like the gitt of reason, or 
any other common blessing.” 

The question, as it relates to Dr. 
Mant’s bible, must rest upou this 
issue. Those who believe that there 


is no other regeneration than that of 


baptism, necessary or possible in tits 
world; that the spiritual grace is al- 
ways conferred, even on an unwor- 
thy recipient; and that faith is not 
the gift of God, but a common bless- 
ing vouchsafed to all mankind ; auch 
persons will, of course, have no ob- 
jection toa bible which teaches these 
sentiments. \Wecan promise them, 
indeed, that they will tind in it many 
sound expositions of scriptural truth, 
many powerful appeals to the con- 
science, many animated incitements 
to holiness of heart and lite. 
Whenever, in fact, Dr. Mant suf- 
fers the writers to speak for them- 


selves, they * speak as the oracles of 


God.’ But it is regretted, even by 
those who are disposed to pprove 
the bible, that his own * trigid and 
insipid remarks are continusily tter- 
posing.” When we betiold the rich 
materials of wisdom and piety that 
are there concentrated, we canuot 
bui regret, that the task of working 
thein up into a system harmonious 


with itself, and with the doctrines of 


the church, had not been deiezated 
to the distinznished prelate who has 
undertaken to superintend the Amer- 
ican edition of that work: For, it ie 
still holds the same opinions as those 
he, wot long since, consecrated by 

ublication, in ** The Churchman’s 


Jucazine,”’ it is certain, that he does |) 


not approve of Dr. Mant’s bapusmal 
theology, and consequently, that the 
objectionable points relating to that 
subject, would have been avoided. 
But, as it is, amilst a vast accumula- 


Vol. 1...No. VI. 


, 


| on of valuable mutter, the features 
of Dr. Mant’s theology are continuals 
lv recurring, whic., to those who 
believe as we do, serve only us * the 
dead tly,” to spoil * the precious oints 
ment,’ 

But the question must at last re- 
cur on the efheacy ascribed to bape 
tism by Dr. Mant, and his present ads 
vocate. Upon this question we hope 
we shall not be misunderstood, as 
attempting inany degree, to derogate 
from the true sacramental character 
vf the ordinance. We are willing to 
| give it equal, but sot superior dignity 
| and etheacy, to that which belongs to 
the holy eucharist. We place them 
both on the same ground as occupied 

by thein in the 25th article. 

| As far as we are acquainted with 
ithe writers of our church, we find 
‘few who hold the idea of irresistible 
‘grace, as conveyed in baptism, and 
still tewer who entertain this notion 
-with respect to the eucharist. And 
)we are yet to learn, why it is less 
**popish and intolerable,” to make 
| baptism the uncontingent, efiectual 
| medium of grace by the mere opus 
operatum, than the other sacrament. 
ihat a person, however wicked in 
his principles, becomes a sulyect of 
} 











| 





livine grace, merely by being bap- 
-uzed, is what we must confess oupr- 
} selves yet unable to comprehend. 
| As to the propriety of applying 
, the term regeneration exclusively to 
baptism, and of using the word reno, 
}vaiton, or some other equivalent 
term, in application to the subsequent 
} periods of man’s improvement. in 
grace, we know net that we would 
lobject, if the arrangement could be 
‘compromised on the ground sn; gest- 
ed by the bishop of Gloncester, as 
| quoted inthe foregoing defence. It 
could do no harm, with such views ag 
hare entertained by that veneroble 
prelate. But our objection is, lest 
the efheacy of baptism, as explained 
by some modern writers in Lioglond, 
who call it “‘the regeneration, the 
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sanctification, yea, the glorification | 
ef the soul,’ draw in its train errors 
of a worse kind. We humbly think, 
that no term so well expresses that. 
radical change of our mora] nature | 
which we must undergo, in order to, 
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grace,” signified by baptism, “always 
vccompany the outward visible sign?’” 
2d. Is it expedient and proper, that 
the term regeneration should be ap- 
pled exclusively to baptism ? 
We shall try the truth of these 


our fitness for heaven, as regenera- | questions by an appeal. 


tion; and that the application of a 
Jess significant term tends to mislead , 
-ople on the real nature of the 
change itself. If we are wrong here, | 
it is an error, into which we are led | 
by the phraseology, which almost all | 
the ancient divines have consecrated. | 


British divines ** have written loose- 


Ist. To the opinions of the old di- 
vines ; 

2d. To the reasonable construc- 
tion of our liturgy, collated with, and 
explained by, the articles and homi- 
lies ; and | 

3d. To the testimony of that un- 





appeal. 





In reply to this fact, it is suid that the | erring word, from which there is no 


ly’’ on this subject. But we would 
humbly inquire, if such writers as 
Hooker, Usher, Barrow, Horsley, 
Jewel, Whitby, Paley, and the very 
many illustrious archbishops and di- 
vines, whom we cited in our former 
number, and from whose writings we 
propose hereatier to produce ex- 
tracts, ought, in justice, to incur this 
charge ? Is it probable, or credible, 
that they would have written, not to 
say so ‘* loosely,”’ but soabsurdly and 
contradictorily, as to maintain, as 
they did, that men could, and ought 
to, become regenerate alter baptism, 
if they bad belteved that there was 
* no other than baptismal regenera- 
tion possible in this world ?” 

Nor do we perceive, how ‘the 
fine analogy of nature’ is better 
* preserved” by the proposed suc- 


We indulge the hope, that our ve- 
nerable correspondent will forgive 
the liberty, with which we think it 
our duty to question the correctness 
of his opinions on this subject. 

We profess to yield to none in that 
proper respect, and deference, which 
are due to the good and the wise. If 
it should appear, that the great 
amount of authority is against us on 
this question, we should feel addi- 
tional cause for distrusting our opini- 
ons ; although we can never pledge 
ourselves to submit our conscience 
and understanding, implicitly to mere 
authority. But in the present case, 
we feel emboldened by the firm be- 
lief, that the greatest quantum of au- 
thority is on our side. And here we 
have somewhat to complain of; that 
our correspondent has not given us 











cedaneum, than by oursystem. We 
also believe that men are only once | 
spiritually born again. The question | 
is, may not this take place after bap- 
tism? We believe that it may, and 
that, in most cases, it does take place 
after baptismal regeneration. 

To ascertain the truth of this ques- 
tion, and of the true nature and effect 
of the sacrament, we propose to con- 
tinue our remarks in the next number. | 

In order to extricate the subject, | 
if possible, from all extraneous mat- 
ter, we shall resolve our inquiries 
wwto the two following questions : 





as high ground as we are entitled to 
hold, in relation to the venerable so- 
ciety of England, whom he has so 
-izhly and justly eulogised. It would 
seem from his representation, that 
all the members of that society ap- 
proved of Dr. Mant’s principles ; 
whereas it is undeniable, that a very 
great proportion, equally respecta- 
ble, are found on the other side. We 
mention, for instance, the conductors 
and patrons of ** the Christian Obser- 
ver’—in our humble opinion, the 
ublest, and most useful work, that the 
church can boast of in the present age. 








Ist. Does the ‘‘ inward, spiritual 


The tracts and books disseminated by 








we 
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the society, depend, as in other cases, 
we suppose, upon the Committee ap- 
pointed to make the selections. A) 
few years ago a change appears to, 
have taken place in the complexion | 
of the publishing committee, when 

Dr. Mant’s doctrines were introduced. 

New tracts and new principles were | 
then adopted, and even alterations | 
made in the old tracts, by substitut- 

ing renovation for regeneration ; and, 
in short, the baptismal theology which 
had been taught by the Society's 
tracts for upwards of a century, were 
superseded and contradicted by Dr. 
Mant’s divinity. Instances of this we 
shall give hereafter. It is not then, 
to this Society, as now organized and 
governed, but to this Society as it 
existed for npwards ofa century, from 








the tine of its birth, that we appeal. 


It is by the venerable antiqutty of its 
character, and not by the modern di- 
pvimry™thas adventiiiously grafted on 
it. that we would try our cause, Wath 
ali due respect to the names that may 
be quoted against us, we feel free to 
acknowledge, that, uf the question is 
‘to be settled at all, by authority, we 
fear not to stand or fall with the mea 
of * olden time,” such as Barrow, 
‘Leighton, Howley, Paley, Usher, Lat 
umer, Ridley, Hooper, Cranmer, 
cand the many illustrious archbisheps, 
bishops, and divines, whom we have 
cited. We covsider it hur to inter, 
‘that their authority is op our side, r 
since the acknowledgment that they : 
** wrote loosely,’ concedes it, As we 
can claim, then, the sanction of these 
great names; we have, at least, a 
plausible pretext for our opinions. 


MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


For the Reperto y. 
Sketch of the Life of the late Mra Mary Hesselius, 
(Contiuvued from p 143 ) 
November 13, 1799 
“I this day, looked over a great 
number of old papers, many letters 
from deceased friends, and many 
more from absent ones, and those 
whom | shall never see more in this 
state of existence. ‘This, | believe 
assisted my dejection. Amongst 


others, | saw a reflection | wrote in |, 


the winter of 1790. I was then in a 
situation attended with many cares, 
and sometimes they prevented my 


sleeping. Very often | would rise | 


beture day, and chose to read or write, 


rather than lie and indulge disagree- | 


able thoughts. One morning I had 


but a snuff of candle, which produced || 
! 


the following meditation :— 


A MORNING MEDITATION, 


BEFORE DAY. 


As the oil, destroyed in burning, 
Days, and months, and years are gone ; 

Prospects fair vo more returning, 

, Pleasing scenes for ever flown, 


} 

|See, the feeble wick is bending; 
No support it now can find; 

Its languid light sometimes suspending, 
To the socket, seems resign’d, 


Now, the quivering flame ascending, 
Each redoubled effort tries,— 

As it it feared the fate nopen ting, 
Starts convulsive e’er it dies, 


Soon, my heart, this anxious striving, 
| May thy every power possess, 
Throbbing, struggling, then suiviving, 
Only to prolong distress. 


' Nature fainting, spirits failing, 

| What can comfort then supply! 

| Thy blood, my Saviour, all prevailitg, 
| Cane’en make it joy to die. 


‘Thou whe a.t the Resrrrection, 

| Source of uncreated bliss, 

| Kestore my soul to full perfection, 
Lite, aud peace, aud righteousness, 





Mark, my soul, that wasted taper, 


Then receive this ransom’d spirit, 


Where [ll join to sig thy merit, 


Ouce, though tall and fair to see, To the mansions of uy love, 
Alwnost now consumed to vapour; 
What can more resemble me 


With the glorious choir above 








oe 


f 
| 
| 
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The sight of these lines which 1) 
had entirely forgotten, reminded me | 
of past scenes ; | found it not well to 
give way to my feelings. The day 
being fine, | walked out, met my 
friend Mrs. E. who promised to drink 
tea with us this evening. She came | 
as appointed : Mrs. Y. and my daugh- , 
ter M. joined us.”’ 
November 14, 1798 
“ My son arrived ; he is about turn- 
ing his ‘affairs into the chonnel of trade. | 


te Mrs. Mary Hesselius. JANUARY, 


November 19, 1798, 
‘** Being sunday, | went to meeting, 


—heard Mr. K. inthe morning, and 


Mr.C. in the afternoon. The first 
was a rational discourse, the other 
appeared to be improper language for 
a pulpit. T hope he is a good man, 
and, 1! the Lord condescends to make 


| use of him as an instrument, I desire 
| to give up my judgment. 


Going out 
twice, (and a pretty long walk,) to 
| public worship, there has been but 


I am very anxious forhis welfare, and } little time to-day for reading or pri- 


fearful of the potsonous effects of) 
much converse with the world ; t fear, 


vate meditation. Lord, accept my 
‘poor weak endeavours to recover thy 


ro ” 
for bis morals, which | hope, are yet, image in my soul. 


uncontaminated by vice. Lord, he is | 
thine ; | am only the instrument of | 
bringing him into the world, his soul! 
and his body are thine, and to thy |, 
Providence | commit him.” 
No rember 18, 1708. 

‘* Drank tea with my friend Mrs. 
Y ; part of our entertainment, whilst 
with ber, was hearing her read the 
life, and extraerdinary experience of | 
Thomas Say, a quaker of Philadel- 
pia, wherein is an account ofa trance || 
or vision, which he bad many years 
before his death.” 

November 18, 1798. 

«This day | had a return of my 
old head-ache ; kept my bed almost 
all day. My spirits very low ; death | 
was much upon my mind ; the world, 
and the things of it, seemed to have 
lost the power of attraction, and hea- 
ven more desirable than heretofore. 
But | want more energy of desire, 
more fervent wrestling after the | 
blessed inheritance above. 1 fear 


November 20, 1798. 
** The weather somewhat cold and 
raw: but I think the exercise yes- 
terday was an advantage to me, “and 
| 1 walked out again to see my daugh- 
jterO. CaHed on Mrs. R. who was 
| sick ofa painful disorder in her face. 
farm, im a great measure, sensible of 
| my obhgations to Divine Providence, 
that my disorders are not of a painful 
/kind. Loréd, make me more thankful. 
To-day | borrowed Thomas Say’s 
iskete hes of his life and experience. 
i ead tll eleven o’clock this evening. 
November 21, 1798. 
‘ A very rainy day—my spirits 
| much aflected. ‘Thomas Say appears 
to be a very pious man, and had very 
strong revelations to bis faith. He 
insists much op mortification and self- 
denial, in order to maintain a chris- 
tian course. We must suffer with 
Christ before we can reign with him. 
He says, we ought not only to be 
patient under afilictions, but prize 





my mind is in asickly state, yet I feel 
humble ; and, perhaps, it ts best to be | 
so, more sensible comfort might draw | 

my affections from the fountain of | 
happiness, to those little rivulets that | 
will fail in time of need, and at best 
cannot answer the great demands of| 
my soul. Lord, let me be what thou 
seest most conducive to thy glory, | 


them, and glory inthem, because they 
are the means of a gracious Provid- 
ence, to purify us from the dross of 
sin, and as such, are marks of his fa- 
vour. Sin and suffering are insepar- 
|ably connected ; if we do not feel it 
here in a contrite spirit, and true re- 


| pentance, we shall feel it hereafter 


in our condemnation. Lord, I great- 





and my eternal good. And, oh! let | 
me be humble and resigned under all | 


thy dispensations.” 





i\ ly fear my sorrow for sin has not been 
proportioned to their number and 
weight. O, my God, grant me true 


on 


gr 





an meen 


: Ey gn 
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repentance, though for Ue presentit | 


; a 
may be grievous. 
November 2, 1798. 


“« My nerves and spirits much cs. 
erdered, gloomy and uncomfortable ; 
was it on account of my sins | should 
hope to profit by it, but Lceannot see | 
that great evil as | ought. [am not | 
enough impressed with the horrid na- 
ture of it. O, Lord, shew me the 
purity of thy law, and my native and | 
actual impurity, and reserve not m) 
sins till the awtul hour of death, o1 
the day of judgment, but grant, that 
through the blood and righteous- 
gess of Jesus Christ they may be 
blotted out, and my spirit be reuewed 
in holiness.”’ 





November 23 1798 

‘© This day my head and stomach | 
suffered a return of my complaint— 
very uneasy and munch disordered, 
but did not lie down. My busines: 
with the person to whom [| sold my 
land, comes on to-morrow ; my tem- | 
poral welfare depends on his com- 
pliance with his contract, and it 1s 
greatly in his power to trouble me.”’ 

November 25, 1798 

* | received a letter from my son, 
informing me that Mr. ——— had fail- 
ed in his appointment, and would not 
come to settle the business. ‘This ts 
a great disappointment to me, as it 
not only prevents my having the use 
of my money, but also making pay- 
ment to those [am indebted to. But 
I am kept from repining, knowing, 
that He who has supplied my daily 
bread, since I came into being, will 
order all things well. All things here 
are uncertain, and | am apt to form 
unreasonable expectations. I be- 
lieve I am, through mercy, some- 
times disappointed. I thought when 
I gave up the cares of a family, and 
had got my affiirs in such a train as 
to afford an annual income, fully suf- 
ficieni to answer my purpose, I should 
enjoy the society of my friends and 
children without any interruption to 
my peace. Had I succeeded in my 
desire, | might have been lulled into: 
a security, and like the fool in the! 





} 

















Sketch of the Life of the late Mra. Mary Messetius. 181 


cospel, ‘ soul take thine ease ?? but I 
Wus never more convinced, tua at 
present, of the Vanity of hurcan 
wishes, and that there is nothing but 
the favour of God that can bring bap- 


j piness ato the soul: with a sense of 
jthat, Paul and Stias could sing in a 


dungeon, and for want of it, \ebu- 
chadnezzar trembled on his lavone, 
‘This state [| wished tor so wach, hee 
been insuflicent to aflord me the 
pleasure L expected ; a worm ts at 


| the core, and spoils the tlavour. Low 


spirits, head-aches, and disappoint- 
ments, teach me to look for happi- 
ness above this scene of change and 
death.” 

November 26, 1798. 

** When to meeting, where | heard 
Mr. T. preach from the words of Mo- 
ses, when, after descending from the 
mount, and finding the Israelites wor- 
shipping the golden calf—he demand- 
ed, * Who is on the Lord’s side.” 
ile appears to be a man of faith ; his 
discourse was very good, and | think 
| never enjoyed more salistaction in 
public worship. My heart replied 
when the inquiry was made, I, Lord, 
am on thy side! but in giving the 
character ef such, | found | had peed 
of greater degrees of love and devo- 
tion, more purity of heart to consti- 
tute me what | wish to be, a sincere, 
devoutchristian., Lord, increase my 
faith.” 

November 27, 179, 

* Dined with my very good friend 
Mrs. G. where [| mei with Mrs. C.,1 
saw there Mr. RK. a very pitiable 
character, sporting with the great 
truths of religion, aud given up te 
sensuality. How great must be the 
power that can produce light, and 
truth, order and rectitude, in such a 
dark mind, where even the vatural 
light of reason is put out, by cloude 
of ignorance and error. Yet | be- 
lieve that he, even he, shall be 
brought forth to glorify that eternal 
Being, who made all things for the 
express purpose of his glory, and his 
ercatures’ hay pimess; and men and 
devils wust finally yield to Lis power. 














And, however the mystery of ini- 
quiiy may work, so that many say, 
“where is now your God that can 
centro! or subdue it?” he sitteth 
on the highest heavens, and can hugh 
them to scorn. But the dispensation 
we are under, is a dispensation of 
mercy, free grace and love. O, that 
mv soul may be moulded by it into 
the perfect willof my Maker, so that 
I may never experience the dreadful 
fire of his wrath, and coercive 
power. blessed are they who have 
a part in the first resurrection ; on 
them the second death shall have no 


> ” 

— November 28, 1793, 

“ The weather being tolerably 
good, and my health much better 
these two days past, | walked out. 
and called on a poor old couple, who 
are vent under a weight of years ; 
they are unable to go out, and subsist 
chiefly on charity. The old woman 
his been experimentally acquainted 
wiib the truths of christianity for fitty- 
six years. 1 asked her of her views 
of another world ; she said she relied 
on (ie goodness of God, but the fee- 
bleness of her mortal frame often 
bowed her spirit down, and made her 
gloomy, but that in general she had a 
hope, that the Lord would not leave 
her till the whole work of holiness 
was completed in her heart. The 
eld man, who is not able to walk, 
scarcely from the bed to the stove, 
and whose senses are very imperfect, 
is quite a stranger to the power of 
religion, and is the only companion 
she has. As neither of them are able 
to provide any food, or to dress it, if 
they had it, they wait tll some kind 
neighbour sends it. I could not but 
reflect on the different states of these 
two people who have travelled togeth- 
er through this world—they must 
both quit it soon—she, for a blessed 
state of rest, of which he has no hope. 
O, Lord, stir me up to diligence con- 
cerning the one thing needful, and 
make me thankful for the comforta- 
ble accommodations | have in this 
world; let no repining or discontent 
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about trifles be found with me, when 
thy children are often exposed to the 
greatest hardships, but may I strive 
earnestly for grace to say, thy wll be 
dome.” 





December 10, 1798. 

“« The Jast week I have had a com- 
plaint in my right thumb, which, for 
two or three days prevented my writ- 
ing, oreven dressing myself, without 
great inconventence, but that circum- 
stance apart, from Tuesday last te 
this time, I have not suffered much ; 
my spirits have been better, though 
not very good. I have no need, as 
the Macedonian monarch, to have a 
herald to proclaim the approach of 
ithe king of terrors, every morning. 
|My mind naturalty turns to that black 
‘leaf in the calendar of human suffer- 
jugs ; and, perhaps, it is best so to he; 
jindeed, 1 em convinced it is. The 
(Great Father of the human race 
scourgeth every child whom he re- 
jceiveth, and [ think this is the way 
most agreeable to infinite goodness to 
ichasten me. Lord, let thy blessed 
‘will be done, and grant, that every 
‘aflliction may be a means of trying, 
and purifying my reins and my heart, 
, Ul my affections, my will, and all my 
powers, are melted down, and made 
to flow into the channel of new obe- 
dience to thee, my Creator and Re- 
‘deemer. I have been often brought 
jto fear, that, as my sufferings have 
‘been light, in proportion to my de- 
'serts, | am not one of those who 
{are followers of a suffering Saviour, 
‘and therefore may be accounted to 
have no right to the glorious inheri- 
jtance of Christ. But this 1 know, 
that my sufferings, were they ever 
so great, could not atone for one of 
my numberless sins ; they, through 
the blessing of God, can only humble 
me, and make me see my need of di- 
vine asvistance, and willingly accept 








of it; and this, I bless the Lord, I 
think I do in a good degree ; and I 
trust the great work will be carried 
on by the agency of the blessed spirit 
of God, in a way his infinite wisdom 
shall best approve, till, like the leaven 
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im the measure of meal, the whole is 
leavened, and my spit made fit for 


glory.” 
(Te be continwed.) 





The Fulfilment of Pro; hecy. 
{Communicated ) 

Messrs. Editors.—The fulfilment 
of prophecy, is certainly one of the 
main pillars of our holy religion. It 
is the signet of heaven, attixed as the 
certificate of the truth of that * word,’ 
which reveals the relations, subsist- 
ing between the creature and the 
Creator, and delightfully certifies the 
sincere believer, as to his eternal 
destiny in the unseen world. The 
evidence, therefore, of the fulfilment 
of prophecy becomes a matter of the 
highest consideration, and most anxi- 
ous research. Many eminent writers 
have undertaken this arduous duty, 
exhibiting immense erudition, and 
profound research in the develope- 
ment of the subject ; but their learn- 
ed labours do not appear 8o well cal- 
culated, to be useftl to the generality 
of readers, as they might have been 
under a different, and more intelligble 
arrangement of their plan. Some of 
them, by embracing within the scope 
of their system, too great a variety of 
minute particulars have swelled their 
works into ponderous tomes, illy 
adapted, either to the purses, or 
the intellectual powers of the gevera- 
lity of those readers, who mighi! 
otherwise derive lasting benefit 
from the perusal of them : others, by 
long quotations from profane bistom- 
ans, in the dead language, have ren- 
dered their works appalling to the 
eye of the unlearned reader, and ac- 
cessible only to those, whose learning 
and studious habits will aid them tn 
the construction of copious para- 
graphs of Latin, and Greek. Unde: 
these circumstances, the idea sug- 


gests itself, that a work which would. 
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in) acollation of the preots of the ful- 
filment et such of the ancient pre- 
| phecies as have been certainly ful- 
‘tiled, derived trom the bible ‘itself, 
| and supported by the writings of the 


| best protane historians, would bea 


'desideratum to the christian world at 
l large. 

lt may, not unfrequently, have 
come under your own observation, 
that when the evidence of the accom- 
plishment of bible prophecies, drawa 
trom profane history, has been urged 
by the christian teacher, as the most 
unquestionable criterion of the di- 
vine inspirations of those writings, 
those desirous of studying into the 
subject, ax well as those who make it 
a pornt to deny the existence of every 
proof, that would establish the chris- 
tian system on such a broad and im- 
perishable basis, as that derived from 
the fulfilment of prophecy, have na- 
turally demanded to be referred to 
the proofs in question, that they 
might judge for themselves ; the for- 
mer character, with the anxious view 








to establish his faith ; but the latter, 
with the jeer of defiance, or the smile 
of incredulity. For the want of a 
short, but luminous work on the sub- 
ject alluded to, it is difficult to satisfy 
the minds of such inquirers. They 
can be referred only to those authors, 
whose long and learned  produc- 
tions,they have uot previous acquire- 
ments sufficient to enable them te 
study to advantage. These obstacles 
serve asa kind of excuse, for the ig- 
norance of many indolent cavillers at 
the truth, who by a little earnest in- 
'quiry, might find abundant evidence 
of the truth of prophecy. 

A work, embracing the more pro- 
minent subjects of prophecy, which 





would give a literal translation of 


those portions of a history, 
which evidenceits fulfilment, with a 


i happy arrangement, would serve as 


éxhibit at once, without the trouble ;|a strong inducement to many unbe- 
ef anxious labour, and diligent re- || lievers, to examine into the basis of 
search, (which few haye cither Ici-!| the christian system. And it has often 
sure, teleat er opportwnity te engage |' been a source af regretto me, that 


ee ee mie 
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such a work has not been at hand, to 
refer to on miny occasions, when the 
truth of the prophetical writings has 
been ignorantly, and arrogantly ques- 
tioned. 

In order to silence every objection, 
‘that conld be suggested by the ca- 
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‘prehensive work on the principles 
“suggested, must be acknowledged by 
‘the friends of religion generally, I 
know at least, that it is so forcibly 
unpressed in one mind, that had it 
pleased the providence of the Al- 
inighty to afford it the requisite 


viller, | would propose an appendix j capacity and opportunity, nothing 


to such a work, which should em- 
brace the following particulars, viz. 
The period in which the different 
profane historians alluded to, lived ; 
their nation and language ; with what 
bible characters and others, they 
were contemporary ; the period of 
time that elapsed between the pro- 
mulyation of prophecy, and the ac- 


not to state whether the work ts stil! 
current, and if not so, where it is to 
be found.) ‘These particulars appear 
to me, to embrace every point re- 


complishment thereof, et 


quisite to satify a rational being, that) 


the scriptures were written under the 
immediate influence of inspiration 
from the living God. I would ask 
Messrs. Editors, whether a work on 
these principles, could not be exeen- 


could have given it greater satisfic- 
uuon than to employ them, in the de- 
velopement of this important, and 
inost interesting subject, ina manner 
adapted to the,use of unlearned cbris- 
tians—Nor do I know of any literary 
consideration, whieh ought sooner to 
enlist the munificence of the rich 
and noble of the earth, in christen- 
dom, in its service, than the employ- 
ment of some * giant mind,’ either 
in England or America, on this most 
interesting subject. These ideas 
were originally suggested, on the pe- 
rusal of the Bishop of Llandaff’s re- 
ply, to the far-famed ** Age of Rea- 
son,” a work most admirably calcu- 
lated for popular perusal, beyond 
any other that has appeared on the 
same subject. 1 will conclude these 








ted, in such a manner as to combine 
comprehensiveness with cheapness, | 
and perspicuity with brevity ? would 


hints, by appealing to your better 
judzmeut, whether the usefulness 


of nore popular works on the subject 





not such a work eminently serve to 
enlighten the minds of the maltitude, | 
and greatly to develope the impe-. 
rishable basis of the christian system ? 

It would serve as a manual in the! 
hands of the plain christian, and fur- | 
nisi a copious mine, wherefrom to. 
supply arguments for his faith. The | 
learned could refer to it occasionally | 
to refresh their memories, and what. 
would be no small benefit, the un- 


of prophecy, added to the ample re- 
muneration that might reasonably be 
expected, from the extensive sale, 
and distribution of them, ought not te 
engage the learned labours of some 
Campbell, or Watson, or Horsley, 
of the present day. The subject is 
most fruitful, and the illustration of 
it will no doubt afford, in time, a most 
‘+ abundant harvest,” | heretove, be 
the labourers increased. The miad,, 


| 
learned pastors of some christian de- | when once it has the most atisfictory 


=. 


nominations, could draw from it a 
func of illustration in the service of 
the pulpit. To complete the object 
ef such a work, it should be prefaced 
by a luminous dissertation, on the 
nature of moral certainty, illustrated 
in a proper manner by facts. In 
short Messrs. Editors, the want, as 





well as the importance of a cheap, | 


but perspicuous and sufficiently com- | 


evidence presented to its view, tiiat 
the ‘thus saith the Lord,’ has been 
accomplished, in times that are past, 
under the grace of God, cannot but 
adore the truth of that sure word of 
prophecy, that opens up, such a zlo- 
rious prospect of * better things to 
come.” | ain gentlemen, 

Your very obedt. friend & serve. 

HORORIUS 
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REVIEW. 


Conversations on Infant Baptism, and some Popular Objections to the Estab- 
lished Church [of Englund. | ~~ the Rev. Charles Jerram, A.M. Lon- 
don Printed—Reprinted by R and C. Williams Cornhill, Boston. 
pp. 198, demy, 1 2mo. 

The extracts which we shall make || must be deferred to a future number. 
froia this valuable little volume, will}; ln passing from the points of dif- 
show it to be as well adapted, in its | ference between the national church 
mMaaier, to interest the attention, and |! and the baptists in particular, to the 
obviate the prejudices, as, in its mat-} objections more generally alleged by 
ter, to enlighten and convince the dissenters, the conversation 1s made 
understanding of its readers. Itjjto turn on that grand characteristic 
pre-supposes in them,that tngenuous- bes the establisiment, which has given 
ness, candour, and couscieatiousness, || rise to the most piaunble exceptions 
in their inquiries after the truth on j/of its opposers. ‘The momentous 
the points under discussion, which ‘object for which the framers of her 
always ought, aud seldoim fail to char- || consutution made itt their chief study 
acterize sincere and humble piety. | to provide, was to secure to a whole 
The effect of a thorough and leisure- || peopte, and their perpetual descend- 
by perusal of the work, on such ‘ants, the word, and sacraments of the 
minds, however alienated from the | gospel, intheir utmost purity. Their 
established church, will be to weaken, | enlightened and expansive charity 
if not to cure, their disaifection ; and || had respect no less to posterity, than 
temper the asperity of their oppo »si- || to themselves ; no less to the whole 
tion, if it cannot utterly disarm i. |population of England, than to the 

The discussion is conducted io) particular congregations of their res- 
the dialogue form, and is managed | pective cures. Hence, an ecclesias- 
throuzhout, with admirable inodera- || tical system became necessary, which 
tion of spirit, simplicity of style, and |) should be general in its application, 
cou lusiveness of argument. While | and permanent in its nature. The 
the writer evinees, onthe one hand, } lirst point could not be gained with- 
a rational and firm attachment to his |}out so far generalizing the frame 
own church, and is able, fully and | of it, asto admit a great variety inthe 
forcibly, to vindicate his predilection; }| circumstances, both religious and ex- 
he discovers, on the other, a desire || ternal, of the many thousand congre- 
to recal his dissenting brethren, by |, gations, and several millions of indi- 
scriptural and dispassion: ate argu- / viduals, for whose common benefit it 
ments, and from a benevolent regard || wasintended. And, if humau agency 
to their own spiritual good, Though } were at all necessary to perpetuate 
erring, he believes they may be hon-|jthe blessings of this system, how 
est; and though dissenters, yet not '| could it be efficiently employed, ex, 
necessarily scinismatics. cept by making a fixed aad compe- 

The first four conversations are || tent provision for the erection and 
eccupied in a comprehensive discus- |} repairs of churches, for the educa- 
sion of the question of infant baptism. |] tion and subsistence of the requisite 
Every material objection to the doc- || teachers, and pastors, and by t the es- 
trine is introduced, and enough said || tablishment of a uniform and perma- 
in reply, fuliy to establish the faith of] nent form of worship, discipline, 
the conscientious pedobaptist, in the || and doctrine? Except, in short, by 
divine institution of the interesting |} making the church essentially what 
duty. The exiracts on this subject /) it now is? 

Vol. Il....No. VI. pa | 
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We do not arraign the motives of) is equally irrelevant. For, on these 
the Enghsh dissenters, or question | points, churchmen and dissenters 
the piety so luminousty extibsted im imight agree, and each be churchmen 
the character of many ‘ot the worthy || and dissenters still. For, while the 
individuals, to be numbered in their I first, see and acknowledge several 
panks. sut the reason alleged for! minute inconveniences, and imper- 

= } ° ‘ . . ~— 

mostof the seces<ions from the ge ner. fections, m the establishment, as it 
atchurch, has always been, to obviate } afte ‘cls particular cases, they might 
soine local,or pe ‘sonal inconvenience; | still, on account of the general bene- 
wrainst which, we hesitate not to say. | its wich tlow from i to the commu- 
the gener ral advantage 3 of the 8) stem) nity, infinitely preter a connexion 
ttl seldom been pro) werky we nghed. | } with it, to one with the most pertect, 

‘The object for which the dissenter |! insulated church, that can be formed. 

thinks it his duty te provide, is the || ‘The copious subject on which we 
Mpprovement of bis own spiritu: I have touched, has been abundantly 
condition, or that of a particul u con- discussed by abler pens. We shall 
gregation. His zeal is cluelly arons- | pursue st no further than to express 
ed by the present exigency. He | our decaied approbation, both on the 
takes the course which he judges | groand of sound wisdom, and chris- 
most combucive to these pean han and, || tit charity, of those enliyhtened 
too often, in his censures of the) tiews, and exalted purposes of our 
church from which he separates, con-|| venerable retormers, which fed to 
plains of what be deems her defects, the organization of the ppereen 
and blemishes, as if they existed with-|/ in its present form. If English dis- 
out any countervailing adyantages,! senters should take up the subject i in 
and resulted froman ecelesiastical ar-|| this point of view, we think the field 
rangement, proposing to itself an ob-|| of controversy weald be greatly nar- 

ject equally linnted, a its sphere andl rowed, and most et their objections 
duration, with his own. | obviated, in the eutset. The fifth 

But the proper ground on which | conversation in the little treatise be- 
the question should be placed, is the) fore us, Opens with the following ju- 
expediency of the general and para- \| dicious remarks :— 
mount object which the refoneereand| ** Minute defects, lam well aware, must 
fathers of the church of Rog wd had} belong to every human institution. Few 
m view. mall their labours toc her. persons possess sufficient comprehension of 

, bS } 
“Sie . sme to t#ke in all the parts which go to 
al s > ‘ arte Be to 
establishment and periection, vie | the formation of a whole; and not bei ng 
seewre lo a whole people, for a perpet-|| arte to see the bearing and connexion which 
wal inheriiance, the word and SCrid- ) each has with the rest, they object that, 
gents of the gospel, im their atimost | this is unnecessary, that is a deformity, and 
purity. Was this am vlject worthy || the other really pernicious. The minds of 
a the attention of the venerable re- {| M°2 4" Microscopie ; they fix on points and 
me " uae . a h. | overlook systems. ‘Fhey know nothing of 
Jormers a Ls it wi object which ChE | the primciples om which they are founded ; 
pious prt of the English community || and have no idea of the perfection of the 
ought str] to cherish ? How the first || whole; bat they see detached parts, with- 
protestant divines of England would |, out perceiving their mutual connexion and 
~ < — 4 ~ . 

. ; a" lepeadence; and supposing many of them 

have provided tor the welfare of x few || CCPEBCences ane supposing many 


ate ; to be useless, if not absolutely injurious, 
detached congregations, existing in a y they nnmediately inveigh against the sys- 


particular time and phuce, surround. j} jtem. It is then with prineiples we are chief- 
ed with given errcumstances, is not | ly concerned; and if these are well calcu- 
_the riyuiry sand, whether some im- | lated as sees naps aig aedhe sl 
wovenrents may not be pointed out | § y : 4 


ae . .. | disregard any minor discrepancies, and 
mn the existing system, viewed in its leave them to be adjusted as time and cir- 
application to a few parucular cases, || cumstances may admit.” 














aor --- 





1821 Review....Popular Objectio 


The dissenters of Great Britain of- 
fer. in vindication of their defection | 
from the established church, many 
objections of inferior weight, whic hi 
result from those external rel itions, || 
and disciplinary arrangements of the | 
system, which have no plaice tn the | 
episcopal church of this country. ) 
These, we would pass entirely, but, 
that the recapitulation of them, toge- | 
ther with the replies furmshed by | 
our author, cannot fail to furnish some | 
very interesting and useful informa- 
tion, illustrative of the constitution 


ns to the Church of England. is? 


The occasion of Pilate’s question, 
to which our Lord rephed in the 
| above declaration, should be consid- 
ered, in determining the sense of the 
/passage. Christ had been accosed of 

an attempt to erect a temporal king- 
dom, in Opposition to that of Caesar. 
Was this true’? The Saviour denies 
it by declaring that, though a king, hie 
kingdom was of a different nature trom 
that of Caesar’s.—* was not of this 
world.’ ** But what has this to do 
with the question before us? Does 
it follow, that, because Jesua Christ 


and principles of a church, in corn. ib did not appear as an earthly sove- 


munion with ourown. While we de- | 
cidedly approve of the course which 

her members pursue, in view of the | 
peenhi uw relations which their church 

sustains to the secular power, and vod 
its circumstances, in other respects, | 
we are fac from advocating such 
alteritions in the institutions of our 
country, as would place our own | 
church in similar cennexions. 

The objection so often brought |! 
agaist the church of England, on ac- | 
count of its union with the state, as) 
first stated at length, and met witha 
reply, which we shall ; give in its most | 
compresse “d form. 

{tis first shown, that the princip! le i 
of this union cannot, initsell be wrong, 
from the fact, that God expressly or-! 
dained the union of the secular and 
spiritual power, tn the polity of the 
Jews. ‘The question of the prick | 
ple being thas put to rest, + the onks 
doubt which can exist, is as to the 
erpe leary of again connecting thein. 

Although the union itself cannot he 
improper, it is admitted thaf it Many 
be rendered so by a difference f ecr- | 
cumstances, or a@ direct pro hibition. 
The latter question is disposed ot | 
first. Is this union prohibited / If, | 
in any passages of the sacred serip-: 
ture, it is in those in which Chris t | 


‘ 


| 


reign, kings should take no measures 
to propagate his religion; and that 
they are excluded by the single fact 
of their possessing an extensive aa- 
thority, from using their influence in 
promoting the grand scheme of salva- 
tion? If this be the case, what be- 
comes of that prophecy, which de- 
clares. that ‘ kings shall be the nurs- 
ing fathers, and queens the nursing 
mothers of the church ”” 

The objections founded on the 
other passages, are to be obviated 
jin the same way. They have no re- 

‘tition to the subject. * it is one thing 
for christians to separate themselves 
from ao men, and to divest them- 
se ‘Ives of a carnal character; and 
‘quite sei 'r, Jor religious kings and 
rulers to endeavour to promote the 





interests ofa pure and spiritual reli- 
ii ron. a 


| ‘Phe only question which remains 
is, that of the expediency of blending 
the two mterests with each other. 
And here our author first sl ows, 
that ** the olgeet and direct te ndenry, 
of ebristianity isin perfect unison 
with political i institutions; they both 
‘ain at making mon virtuous and hap- 
| py; and it must be acknowledged, 
‘that the effect, which religion pro- 
\duces on the principle of actions, 


declares tu Pilate, ° My kingdom is not |lthe heart and affections,—as well as 
of this world ;” and christians are re- ithe solemn responsibility it laya upon 
presented as * not being of the w orld,’ iP: wents and children, husbands and 
and are required to ‘come out {roi Rn jwives, misters and sérvants, gover- 
‘pors and subjects, tv conform to the 


amongst the world, and be sep: irate.’ 








—<—— 
ae 














186 Religious Intelligence....Domestic Summary. 


strictest rules of moral duty ; the in- 
formation it conveys on the nature of 
our mutual obligations, of the charac- 
ter of the Supreme Being, an: the 
service he requires, and the awful 
sanctions, with which it is invested, 


of a future state of rewards and pun- 


ishments, are calculated, above all 
thins, to excite men to the love of 
order, obedience to authority, up- 
rightness of conduct, mutual benevo- 
lence, aad all the legitimate objects 
of human governments.” 

* Ought we not also to reckon 
among the direct advantages result- 
inz to a state from our religion, the 
sanction of oaths, the institution of 
sabbaths, reverence for the scrip- 
tures, and a stated ministry? Set 
these aside, and what would be the 
coudition of society? If the happi- 
ness of a community be a proper ob- 
ject of human legislation, in what can 
this be so effectually promoted, as by 
the consolations, which christianity 
imparts.” 

But may not this be granted with- 
out admitting the propriety of inter- 


mixing religion and politics? Would | 


JANUARY, 


not the influence of christianity be 

equally efficient if left entirely to it- 
ren and its own native qualities ? Te 

these interrogations, our author re- 
| plies in the negative. 
| ** [t appears to me to be tantamount 

to asking, whether christianity would 
not propagate itself without any hu- 
| man means whatever. Supposing, 
| however, that this reply were wel! 
| grounded, it does not meet the sub- 
ject before us. The question is, 
whether a government, which admits 
the truth of christianity, can faithfully 
\| discharge its obligations, without tak- 
| ing every proper means of promot- 
jj ing a religion, which is so conducive 
to the most important objects of hu- 
| man legislation, so essential to the 
||morals and best interests of the sub- 
ject? In other words, can a christian 
ruler, any more than a private indi- 
vidual improve his proper talents, 
and perform his duty, who does not 
exert all legitimate influence and au- 
thority, in establishing and perpetuat- 
ing this holy religion /”’ 

(To be continued.) 


| 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCF. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


Abstract of the Report of the House of 
Clerical and Lay Delegates, in Genera} 
Convention, Philadelphia, May, 1820, on 
the state of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States. 

(Coatinued from p. 128.) 

Maryland.—It appears from the 
journals of conventions held in this 
diocese since the general convention, 
that eight hundred and nineteen per- 
sons have been confirmed, eight 
churches have been consecrated, fif- 
teen persons have been admitted to 


holy orders; eight to the office of; 


deacons, and seven to that of priest ; 
and nineteen clergymen have remov- 
ed into the diocese, from other States. 
Several religious societies have been 


established, and some are already 
| productive of much good. Among 
|these, are the ‘* Prayer Book, and 
| Homily Society of Maryland,”’ * the 
| Baltimore Female Tract Society,” 

(both of which receive some degree 
of support from persons not residing 
in that city,) and the Sunday schools 
attached to the different parishes of 
the diocese. In several parishes 
where the ministry could not be ob- 
tained or supported, gentlemen, dis- 
tinguished by their piety and standing 
in society, have received from the 
Bishop the appointment of lay read- 
ers ; and thus are instrumental in pre- 
serving, among the members of our 
church, their attachment to her most 
devoutand excellent services. Though 
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much pressed by the cares of an ex- jas, the directions of the rubric en- 
tensive parish, containing about tour jjoun the most public and solemn per- 
hundred families, the bishop con- jtormance of it, where the prayers of 
tinues to discharge the duties of his }the whole congregation may be ob- 
office throughout the diovess ; and, it } ‘aimed, it has been too customary, ei- 
was remarked, in bis last statemeni | ther through a false modesty or irre- 
to the annual convention, that, with | liious indilerence, to prevail upon 
the possible excepiion of some re- | mimuisters to disobey the rubric, and 
moie chapels, he had then complet d | let down the ordinance to a mere pri- 
his tour of episcopal visitation. 1 vate ceremony, which bas often been 
The canons and rubrics of the | accompamed with obecoming trvel- 
ehurch are, at is believed, in most jity and ourth. The impiety of such 
respects, generally observed ; and, | a proceccim, now appears in its true 
upon the wiole, we are allowed (o |colours; and a retormation bas al- 
cherish the hope, that the prosperity ready begun, and considerably ad- 
of the Protestant Episcopal Churc! | vanced, which, i is hoped, will be 
BB continues to strengthen and increase | uided and supported by the general 
in Maryland, that her principles are | voice of the church, 
better understood thaw formerly, that) In this diocese a fund for the Epis- 
prejudices once entertained against || copate has been commenced. 
ber are removed, tinat there is an in- The college of Witham aad Mary 
creased attachment to her rites and |} has made an ofler, which promises 
ordinances. and that true religion is }inportant benefits to students of the- 
gaining ground in the hearts aud lives |, ology, and has elected a clergyman of 
of her members. our church a professor therein, who 
Virginia. —The Almighty continues |! will take charge of such students, 
his gracious smiles to this part of his|| A society has been organized to 
church. Since the last g neral con- || assist indigeut young men who are 
vention, a considerable number of || candidates for the ministry, and from 
new congregations has been tormed, | which the most beneficial results may 
and a large increase of ministers been || be expected. 
added. ‘The number of regular con- 
gregations is about fifty, and of offi- |} It is well known to our readers, 
{ ciating ministers thirty. The most that we have observed the proceed- 
delightful unity prevails amongst the |ings of the American Colonization 
ministers. A strong attachment binds | Society from their commencement, 
them and their congregations toge-||with nocommon share of interest. 
ther. The conduct of communicants |) The late arrival of the Cyane ship of 
is becoming more serious and consist- || war, from the African station, has put 
ent; and very few are now to be jitin our power io bring down our ac- 
found, who bring reproach upon re- {counts from the people at Sherbro, 
ligion and the church by immoralities, |(o the latter part of October. The 
or an attendance upon the vain and |survivors were all, at that date, in 
sinful amusements of the world. The || good health: but we regret to state, 
services of the church are more punc- that ten more of their number, had 
tually and zealously observed, and | fallen victims to the unparalleled fa- 
promise to be esteemed in proportion | tality of their circumstances. Among 
as they are duly understood. The these, may be numbered, besides the 
erdinance of baptism especially, general influence of the climate, the 
which has hitherto been so neglected, || insalubrious position which they had 
or hghtly or profanely performed, | taken, the deleterious qualities of the 
begins to excite the more serious at- |! water, and the anxiety, depression, 




















tention ofthe clergy andlaity. Where-iiand unsettled state of the people. 
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These adverse events, it is eatinfat’ | 
torily ascertained, have resulted 
chiefly from the perfidious conduct of | 
en unworthy individual, in whom our 
agents were unhappily led, by the. 
most imposing protes-ions, to place 
undue confidence. His representa- | 
tions, which appear nowto have been | 
dictated by the most sordid, and in- 
terested motives, served to decoy the 
settlers into the most calamitous cir- 
cumstances, and to deprive them of 
the means of extricating themselves, 
in season to avert the consequences. 

A transport brig has been charter- 
ed by the Government, and will sail 
from Norfolk with snpplies for the | 
contemplated settlement, and about | 
forty additional colonists, in the course 
of the present month. Mr. John B. 
Winn has charge of the expedition, 
and will be attended by Mr. Ephraim 
Bacon, another public agent, and Mr. 
Christian Waltberger, the agent of 
the Society. ae 


Connecticut Professogship io the General Theole 
gical Demunary. 


* Early in December a respectable 
nuiner of the clergy and laity of this 
diocese, met in New-Haven, tor the 
purpose of consulting the expediency 
and propriety of founding a Connec- 
ticut Professorship, in the Theologi- 
cal Seminary recently established by 
the General Convention. It was the 
unanimous opinion of the gentlemen 
present, that immediate measures 
eught to be taken to endow such:a 
professorship ; and the standing com- 
mittee of the board of trustees were 
accordingly requested to open sub- 
scriptions for the purpose, and to 
make provision for the collection of 
donations throughout the diocese.— 
In pursuance of this request, the 
committee, at a subsequent meeting, 
appointed a gentleman of the clergy, 
as general agent for soliciting sub- 
scriptions ; and they also appointed 
special agents in every parish of the 
diocese, to co-operate with him in 
the undertaking. —These agents will 





JANUARY, 


appointment ; and we doubt not, that 
a vigorous and anited effort will be 
made to effect an object so very un- 
portant and desirable. It gives us 
mleasnre to add, that it is in contem- 
plation to designate the proposed 
foundation, as The Connecticut Sea- 
bu ry Pri fessorsh ip. 

It is nnderstood that similar exer- 
tions are also muking in other parts of 
the United Stites : aad that m North 
Carolina the subscriptions for a Pro- 
feseorship are considerably advanced, 

With regird to the general pros- 
pects of the Institution, it may be 
truly said, that they are highly flat- 
tering. By the generous donations 
of several gentlemen in New-York, 
and elsewhere, a very respectable 
library is already collected. At the 
opening of the Spring term in March, 
the library will probably consist of at 
least eight hundred volumes, of the 
most valuable theological works, ex- 
clusively of a collection of more than 
live hundred volumes, deposited for 
the use of the seminary, by an indi- 
vidual of this diocese.” 





The executive committee of the 
United Foreign Missionary Society, 
having projected another Mission to 
the Missourt branch of the Osage In- 
dians, give the following account of 
their object,in a recent address which 
they have made to the christian pub- 
lic mits behalf. ** A call like that 
of Macedonia to the apostle, his 
reached us froma tribe of our sa- 
vages, still more remote in the Amer- 
ican desert, [than the little Osages 
onthe Arkansas.] and we are pledged 
through the organ of our Society, to 
send them relief. For this purpose 
we have resolved, with dependence 
on the Great Head of the Church, to 
collect and organize another mission 
family in the city of New York, about 
the 20th of Febrnary next. We have 
also resolved, that this family shall 
consist of nearly thirty members, and 
already more than one hundred per- 








soon receive otlicial notice of their 


sons, male and female, have vyotun, 
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teered to leave their kindred, and 
native region, and the pleasures of} 
social life, that they may testify to 
the long negle ted inhabitants of our 
western wildé:ness, the gospel of the 
grace of God. 


which is designed to convey to the 
heathen, not m@rely the means of sal- 
vation, but the arts of civilized life, 
all the implements of agriculture will 
be required, axes, hauuuers, hoes, 
Kc. 

‘In furnishing the family, the va- 
rious articles of bedding, clothing, 
&c. will be required, aud for this 
supply we depend prine ipally on the 
exertions of benevolent females in 
ourechurches. We trust, therefore, 
that mothers and sisters in our Israel, 
both in the city and country, will 
come forward immediately, and ar- 
dently, to the help of the Lord in this 
Jabour of love. 

* In furnishing a mission family, on 
a plan so extensive as is contemplat- 
ed by the board, money, to a very 
considerable amount, will also be in- 
dispeusably requisite for their outtit, 
for detraying their expenses in trav- 
elling, and for procuring the neces- 
saries of life after they have reached 
their place of destination. For this 
¢upply we depend on the mumiticence 
of those with whom the God of Pro- 
vidence hus entrusted, in the riches 
ef his bounty, the wealth of this 
world.” 


Protestant Episeopal Missionary Society of N. York 


On the evening of the 16th ult. 
this society celebrated its fourth an- 
niversary, in St. Puul’s Chapel, New- 
York. The Right Rev. President 
being absent, the Rev. ‘Thos. Lyell, 
Rector of Christ’s Church, was call- 
ed to the chair, and the Rev. George 
Upfold, Rector of St. Luke’s Church, 
(deecus ich Village,) was appointed 
secretary. 

The Annual Report was then read 
by Mr. C. R. Dufhe. 

The usual resolutions were offer- 
ed, by the Rey. Mr. Onderdonk, 01 
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Trinity Church ; the Rev. Professor 
) M'Vie kar, of C olumbia College ; and 
ithe Rev. Mr. Wainwright, of Trimity 
Church, who followed their respec- 
tive motions with appropriate and in- 


teresting addresses, 
** Io furaishing this mission family | 





baret Annual Keport of the BE piscopel Society of the 
Valley, (tubracing a partof Va aud Ma ) 


The object of this Society ts * the 
dissemination of christian know ledge, 
especially in that district of country 
west of the Blue Ridge, in Virginia 
and Maryland, by sending forth Mis- 
sionaries, the distribution of tracts, 
and by such other means as the man- 
agers, from time to time, shall deem 
most expedient.” 

‘* The managers made arrangements 
for obtaining the services of the Rev. 
Norman Nash as missionary, and they 
empowered the treasurer to procure, 
and keep in the depot in Winchester, 
such number of Prayer Books, not 
exceeding 150 at a time, as the wants 
of the country might require, 

‘Inthe month of January, a sermon 
was preached in the church at Win- 
chester on the subject of the Society, 
when a very liberal addition was 
made to the funds by the congrega- 
tion assembled. Emboldened by this, 
the managers appoimted the Rey. 
William Meade as a committee to pro- 
cure them another missionary. They 
also authorized the purchase of a 
quantity of tracts. 

** Previous to his engaging in the 
service of the Society, the Kev. Mr, 

Nash bad laboured for some time in 
the county of Hampshire. After he 
became our missionary, he added te 
this county, that of Har dy, in Virginia, 
and of Alleghany, in Maryland, ‘To 
these three his exertions have been 
chietly contined. Being, as they are, 
large, and scantily supplied with min- 
isterial labours, they formed a sufli- 
cient fieid. He appears to have been 
diligent, and, indeed, indefatigable. 
During the four months which he 
spent in our employ, from the 11th 
April to the 13th August, he travel- 
led about a thousand tuies, preached 
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regular attendants. 





sixty times, and baptized twenty- 
seven, adults and children. He also 
assisted in organizing several Sunday 
Schools, and distributed a consider- 
able number of tracts, and some pray- 
er books. Four new churches have 
been erected in the field of his la- 
bours, three of which are in a situa- 
tion to occupy, and the fourth is pro- 
ressing. ‘Two of these churches, 
owever, were brought almost to 
their present state of forwardness be- 
fore he became our missionary. He 
represents attention to the means of 
grace as increasing, and the atate of 
religion generally, as improving. 
“The depot of prayer-books, esta- 
blished at Winchester, has proved a 
great convenience to the parishes in 
this section of the country, throwing 
within reach of all, a ready means of 
supply. A large number of tracts 
having been received from the Com- 
mon Prayer-Book and Tract Society 
of Virginia, it became unnecessary 
for us to purchase to any consider- 
able extent. hose purchased, how- 
ever, as well as those received, have 
been liberally scattered abroad.” 





Tanev Town Sabbath 8chool.—-(communicated.) 
This school at present consists of 
one hundred and eighteen children, 
of whom fifty-two are boys, om sixty- 
eight girls; about seventy-five are 
sh giol The children 
enerally evince a strong desire to 
fabs. Fifty-five of the children 
have, within the last three months, 
recited thirteen thousand, one hun- 
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Christian Almanee. 


| The publication pf anew series 
of Almanacs, having thig designation, 
has been, this year, c enced im 
Boston, Massachusetts, 
cipally devoted to one 
the greatest that cunc 
}of men on earth—t 
|fusion of the gospel. The matter is 
arranged, to a great extent, in the 


' 


form of tables. The first exhibits 
‘the population of the different por- 
tions of the globe, and the religion 
which the inhabitants of each profess. 
|Anotber contains the names of the 
principal Bible Societies, and the 
| date of their institution. A third ex- 
| hibits the names, time of establish- 
tment, number of Missionaries, and 
‘amount of income, of the principal 
Missionary Societies in Europe and 
America. A fourth gives a geogra- 
phical view of the several Missionary 
stations in each country, the number 
of Missionaries at each station, &c. 
Next follows a brief notice of the Re- 
ligious Tract Societies, Education 
Societies, Sunday Schools, Mission 
Schools, &c. &c. All these particu- 
lars are valuable to every person ; 
and every christian ought to be asham- 
ed not to be acquainted with them.” 












On Wednesday the 20th Decem- 
ber, at an ordination held by the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Hobart, at St. John’s 
Church, Yonkers, the Rev. John 
Grigg, was admitted to the order of 
Priests. Sermon by the Rev. Henry 
J. Feltus, Rector of St. Stephens, 





dred and forty-two verses of scrip- 

ture, four hundred and fifty-five ques- 

tions of catechism, eight hundred and 

eighty-two hymns, and36prayers. 
(Communicated ) 

A Female Education Society, aux- 
iliary to the Episcopal Education So- 
ciety for Maryland and Virginia, was 
organized in Fredricksburg, Va. in 
November last. The members of 
this Society hold in high estimation 
ihe noble design of the Parent Insti- 
tution, which thev have engaged to 
suppoit. — 


New-York. 





On the 22d day of October, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Hobart held an 
Ordination in St. Ann’s Church, 
Brooklyn, and admitted the Rev. W. 
Barlow, Deacon, Minister of St. 
John’s Church, Canandaigua, to the 
holy order of Priests. Morning 
prayer was conducted, and an appro- 
priate exhortation delivered, by the 
Rev. Henry U. Onderdonk, Reetor 
of St. Ann’s. 
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